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From the Desk of the Principal...
Greetings my fellow Wolves!
We have several successes to celebrate this month!
We want to congratulate our varsity girls basketball team on a remarkable season!
Congratulations to our varsity girls swim on a 3rd place finish at
sectionals, and Sarah Hyska broke the 50 freestyle record. Sara
Hyska, Erin McGuire, Emma Heitmann and Sela Van Buskirk broke
the record in both the 200 freestyle relay and the 200 medley relay! Great season Coach Kovenz and team!
Congratulations to John Wilcher who finished 4th in the 220 weight
class in the Crown Point regionals earning a berth to semi state!
Congratulations Coach Tony Lombardi and John!
Congratulations to Anna-Lisse Lenard and Isaiah Barczak for their
state qualifying performances! Anna-Lisse and Isaiah will be performing at the State Solo and Ensemble contest February 23rd!
MCHS is excited to roll-out our “Compressed Air Academy” for students in LaPorte county that are interested in manufacturing as a
career. The academy will be housed at MCHS. If your student is
interested in this program, please have them contact their school
counselor.
With the Artic Freeze that invaded Michigan City we have had the
opportunity to experience our first E-Learning days. The staff and
students are learning from each experience and are enjoying having
the opportunity of E-Learning. I would encourage you to remind
your student to make sure they submit their E-Learning assignments as it counts for their attendance on those days.
Spirit week begins February 11th-15th and we are looking forward
to the festivities Student Council has planned!

Contact Us
Comments? Suggestions?
Contact Joyce Westphal
jwestphal@mcas.k12.in.us

February and March are very busy months, as we are in ISTEP testing, counselors are wrapping-up scheduling, and meeting with the
class of 2019, to make sure they are all on track to graduate. This
is the time to discuss course selections with your student. This is
the time to discuss your student’s future after high school and how
the selections made impact College and Career opportunities once
they graduate. MCHS staff partners with you to prepare your student to be college and career ready. Seniors should be finalizing
applications to colleges, universities or technical centers along with
researching and applying for scholarships. Local scholarships are all
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posted on the high school website, counselors are available to answer questions and provide input.
As always, we are here to ensure students graduate college and
career ready. Please continue to follow us on Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube and like us on Facebook to remain informed of all the
great things taking place at MCHS!!
One City! One Pack!
Go Wolves!
Candy Van Buskirk, Principal

Coach Kovenz and the record setting relay team.

John Wilcher on the way to Semi-State.
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Counselors’ Corner
Scheduling: Scheduling for next year is underw ay. M ost
students completed their course requests online in December.
Counselors have been meeting with those students who failed to
complete online course requests within the next two weeks.
Please talk with your students about their course selections for
next year.
Career & Technical Education: Career and technical education
is a good way for students to begin earning credits and certifications for their chosen careers, and complete graduation pathway
requirements. Students who are interested in applying for a career pathway at the LaPorte Career and Technical Education Center, (AK Smith), should do so very soon. There are 2 parts to a
complete application for these programs. First, students must
complete the online enrollment form for LaPorte Career and Tech
Education, found at www.mcas.k12.in.us in the dropdown box
under Select a School. Second, students must obtain a LaPorte
CTE confirmation form from their counselor, have it signed by
their parent/guardian, and return it to their counselor.
Upcoming Test Dates:
ISTEP Retest dates: February 12, 13, 14 (11 th and 12th grade
students)
ISTEP 10 Part 1: February 26, 27, 28. (10th grade students)
SAT: March 8. This administration will be given at MCHS.
(Register online at www.account.collegeboard.org. Deadline to
register is February 8) See your counselor for more information and a guidebook and practice exam.
ACT: next test date: April 13. Given at other locations. Deadline to register is March 8. To register go to www.act.org
TIPS for doing your best on exams
Practice by doing 1 to 2 questions every day. Daily practice
can make the difference towards getting a good or a great
exam grade.
The night before the test: get a good night’s sleep. Wake up
early and eat a good breakfast. Remember, all students
can get a free breakfast at school when they arrive. Plan
to arrive early.
Don’t rush through the questions. Take your time to answer
each question thoughtfully and carefully.
Keep in mind that your success is important.
Graduation Pathways Y ou may have heard a lot of talk
about this new option for graduation eligibility. Beginning with
the class of 2023, this year’s entering 9th grade, all students will
have the option of choosing their path to a high school diploma.
All current high school students can decide whether to opt-in to
the graduation pathways or graduate under the rules that were in
effect when they entered high school.
Students must complete three requirements in order to graduate
from high school:
Meet the requirements for a high school diploma in the state
of Indiana
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Learn and demonstrate employability skills by completing one
of the following:
Project-based learning experience
Service-based learning experience
Work-based learning experience
Postsecondary-Ready Competencies (at least one of the following)
Honors Diploma (Academic Honors or Technical Honors)
ACT exam
SAT exam
ASVAB (minimum score of 31)
State- and Industry-recognized Credential or Certification
Federally-recognized Apprenticeship
Career-Technical Education Concentrator (minimum grade of
C)
AP/Dual Credit courses
CLEP exams
Locally created pathway
Growth Mindset vs. Fixed Mindset
What is a growth mindset? It is a way of seeing the world and
your place in it. Originally developed by psychologist Carol
Dweck, a professor and researcher at Stanford University, it is a
belief that mindset is related to an individual’s learning and success. When you have a growth mindset you work to overcome
life’s challenges. For example, if you change your thought from,
“I can’t understand math” to “I will try my best to understand
math” you are developing a growth mindset. Looking at things
positively and working hard with an optimistic outlook is the hallmark of a growth mindset. The opposite of this is a fixed mindset. An example of a fixed mindset are thoughts such as, “I will
never get this. I am not smart.” This is not a positive outlook.
One way to turn this around is to re-direct your thoughts. Try
thinking, “I will try my best to learn this. I am as smart as I want
to be.” Staying positive is not only good for your mind but your
overall health. Try to develop a growth mindset and reap the
benefits of a positive outlook on life. Your success and health are
important!
Naviance: Every student should log into their N aviance account often. There is a wealth of information on colleges and careers, as well as interest inventories and career surveys.
What you should be doing now:
Seniors: Continue to update and request transcripts through
Naviance. Make sure that you have completed your FAFSA,
whether you are planning to go to college, the military, or into a
career training program. Many opportunities for funding, including scholarships, grants, and student loans require that you have
completed a FAFSA on file. The earlier you complete this, the better your outcome for receiving funding for your goals. Although
the deadline to complete the FAFSA is April 15, it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA WAY AHEAD OF
THIS DATE. M any colleges have deadlines in February and
March. Some schools award financial aid on a first come-first
served basis. Get your FAFSA completed early. This cannot be
stressed enough!
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Juniors: If you are planning to take the SAT or ACT this spring
you should register early and begin to plan a study schedule.
Plan to do a few questions every day so you can become comfortable with the type of questions asked on these tests. Junior year
is the most important year in high school. Continue to work hard
in your classes to get the best grades that you can. Use Naviance to research colleges and careers you that interest you.
Sophomores: W ork hard in your classes. Start thinking
about your summer plans and your future. Practice for the ISTEP
everyday. The end of February will be here before you know it.
There is a Career Survey in Naviance that is assigned for all sophomores to complete.
Ninth graders: Congratulations! You have made it through the
first semester of high school. Continue to work hard in your classes. If you have not joined a club or sport, consider joining one
now or next fall. With all of the activities here at the high school,
you are bound to find a club or sport that sparks your interest.
Get involved. This is a good way to learn to manage your time in
classes while you are doing something that you enjoy.
In addition, there is a Career Survey in Naviance assigned for
all ninth grade students. It only takes a few minutes to complete
the survey, so do it today.

“I became a school counselor because your life is worth my time”
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From the Treasurer
Parents/Guardians:
2nd semester fees have been posted. Statements will
be mailed out soon, but you may look it up on Parent
Access at this time.
Note: Seniors need to be sure all their fees (past and
present) are paid before the end of the year. Parents
will receive a letter with this information soon.
If parents have any questions they may call the treasurer's office at 219-873-2044, extension 4305.

Club Inspire
Safe Harbor’s Club Inspire after school program is available at
Michigan City High School from 2:15 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.
Daily bus transportation is provided!
$5.00 for the year!


Dinner



Homework Help



Tutoring



Credit Recovery



Character Education



Mentoring



Creative Arts



College & Career Readiness and much more!

Engage, Enrich, Empower
For information please contact:
Site Coordinator Vicky Burton
219-873-2044, ext. 4543
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Open Door

CARE CLOSET

The Michigan City High School’s “Student Success Team” has
set up a Care Closet for our students who are in need of basic
hygiene necessities. We had an overwhelming response from
community members and parents – thank you so much! We are
still in the process of developing how it will operate – however,
we want to make it as easy and private as possible. Request will
be made confidentially through their chromebooks – until it
goes live, students may request products through the Open Door
Adolescent Health Center, school social workers, or guidance
staff. These are items we still could use more of:

Wish List

□Mouthwash
□Dental Floss
□Bath Soap (liquid)
□Face Soap (different types for variety of skin types)
□Lotion for Men/Neutral
□Washcloths/Bath Towels
□Shampoo/Conditioner
□Hair Brushes
□Band-Aids
□Deodorant /Neutral
□ Vaseline
□Hair Products for a Variety of Hair Types
□Lip Balm/Chapstick
□Disposable Razors for Men
□Shaving Cream/Neutral
□White T-shirts (any size)
□Undergarments (new please)
□Feminine Hygiene Products (tampons/pads/liners)

Items may be dropped off in the front office at
MCHS - Thanks!
Questions, please call Debbie Briggs at 873-2082
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Ivy Tech

NEED A LITTLE ASSISTANCE
WITH YOUR ASSISTANCE?
IVY TECH CAN GET YOU ALL THE
HELP YOU NEED.
We can help you apply for grants, scholarships, loans, and
other financial aid. Ivy Tech Community College offers an
excellent education, and charges the lowest tuition rates in
the state while doing so. But for many, financial aid remains the key to funding that education, by helping you
pay for everything from tuition to books to supplies.
You might be eligible for a lot more assistance than you’d
expect-including scholarships that don’t need to be paid
back. But before you can get the money you may be eligible to receive, you’ll need to know the steps you need to
follow (and the dates you need to follow them by).
We know this process can be a little confusing, especially
for first time students. But we will do everything we can to
get you all the help you need. Stop by the Michigan City
Campus for assistance today!
Simply walk-in to speak with our financial aid representative to get started on the next steps!
Assistant Director of Financial aid
Byron Hooper
219-879-9137 X6286
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Students of the Month
LEADERS OF THE PACK - DECEMBER

Art Department - Fatima Mota
Business Department - Shawn Leslie
English Department - Abigail Barth
FACS Department - Omiaya Hatch
JROTC - Christoph Walker
Math Department - Najae Bland
Music Department - Scott Downs
PE/Health Department - Jorge Morales-Vazquez
Science Department - Thomas Komay
Social Studies Department - Riley Shreve
Student Support Services Department - A’Lexus Briggs
Tech.Ed./Voc.Ed. Department - Matthew Roach
World Languages Department - Alyssa Walters
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Student Support Services
Parents/Guardians of students with an IEP, here is contact information. We are happy to help.
Amy Wojasinski-Labis, Department Chair, Resource, co-taught
Science: alabis@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. L. Patterson, Multi-Curriculum: lori.patterson@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. N. Bormet, co-taught English 9: nbormet@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. L. Abbey, Multi-Curriculum: labbey@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. C Hastings, Multi Curriculum: chastings@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. S Long, co-taught English 12, Resource: slong@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. S. Krachinski, Multi-Curriculum: skrachinski@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. S. Erby, co-taught Algebra: serby@mcas.k12.in.us
Mr. M. McKinnon, co-taught English 10: mmckinnon@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. A. Hartog, co-taught Algebra II and Geometry, Resource:
ahartog@mcas.k12.in.us
Mr. M. Ard, co-taught Algebra II and Geometry:
mard@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. K. VarnHagen, co-taught English 11 and Resource,
kvarnhagen@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. M. Zolis, Credit Recovery, Resource: mzolis@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. K.Crozier, co taught Biology, Resource and Multi Curriculum:
kcrozier01@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. E Stahl, social worker: estahl@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. S Baldwin, deaf and hard of hearing: sbaldwin@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. L Jones, deaf and hard of hearing: ljones07@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. M. Sheppard, visually impaired: msheppard@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. A Hauser, speech therapist, allison.hauser@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.

M Landess, Paraprofessional,
M Llorens, Paraprofessional,
C Childers, Paraprofessional,
C Stephens, Paraprofessional
J Evans, Paraprofessional,
T. Garner-Jones, Paraprofessional,
A Saulsberry, Paraprofessional,
Alyssa Carlson, Paraprofessional
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****************************************************

ICP Class
Mr. Goebel and Mrs. Wojasinski-Labis
Students completed a lab on the average speed of a constant velocity. The ICP students calculated the average
speed to determine the unknown distance and to distinguish
the distance from displacement.

Music Department
On Saturday, January 26, 2019; students from the music department participated in the Instrumental Solo and Ensemble Regional
Festival held at Kankakee Valley Middle School. In total 9 gold
ratings were achieved along with a total of 5 silver ratings. The
clarinet ensemble comprised of Mia Taylor, Ana Attar, Gwyneth
Sardon, Jessica Wilhelm, and D.C. Smith received a gold. The
following students received silver ratings on their individual solos:
Adam Howard, Scott Downs, Elizabeth Klinger, Jessica Wilhelm,
and Amelia Moss. The following students received gold ratings on
their individual solos: Anna-lisse Lenard, Isaiah Barczak, Mia Taylor, Jada Majied, Riley Leek, William Mansfield, and Aglaja Petrova. Anna-lisse and Isaiah also earned the distinction of receiving a rating of gold in the group 1 division which allows them the
opportunity to compete in the state solo and ensemble festival
held in Indianapolis in February.
The choir students will compete in their ISSMA District Solo and
Ensemble contest on Saturday, February 2, at Kankakee Valley
Middle School. Good luck to all of the choir students!
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We hope to see a large audience at our upcoming concerts. On Tuesday, March 5,
at 7 pm in the high school auditorium, the Beginning Girls’
and Boys’ Choir, Concert
Choir, Treble Chorale, and City
Singers will present “Classics
Night I”. It is going to be a
great night full of wonderful
choral music. On Thursday,
March 7, at 7 pm in the high
school auditorium, the Concert
Band, Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble will present “Classics
Night II”. This will be a wonderful night of instrumental music.
Finally, on Wednesday, March 13, at 7 pm in the high school auditorium the Treble Chorale, City Singers and Jazz Band will present
“Swing Night”. All three concerts are open to the public. Tickets
to all three concerts can be purchased at the door and are $2 for
students, $3 for adults, and $10 for families.

Art Department
Congratulations to Jacob Jones, Emily Kinney and Grace Wyness!
These three photography students were chosen to be part of the
Scholastic Art Exhibition at the South Bend Museum of Art. This
juried competition showcases the best of the region's high school
artwork. Jacob's mixed media Lighthouse earned a Silver
Key. Emily's digital photograph Snack Time and Grace's silver
gelatin photograph Seventeen both earned an Honorable Mention. Their artwork will be on display at the museum from Feb 1st
through March 9th.
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PE/Health Department
Name: Coach Kovenz
Subject: Basic Swimming
The first group of the second semester swim rotation came to a
frigid ending on Feb.1, 2019. eLearning was utilized for all and all
eLearning work is due 2/8. eLearning is a grade for days when we
are not in school. Topics on our Google Classroom eLearning days
involved watching a video, and answering questions surrounding
topics like hypothermia, running vs swimming, benefits of swimming, swimming boot camp, swimming for fitness and general information. We have started our SLO's and have one assessment
in and the results are encouraging. Swimming promotes learning,
fitness, and general body wellness...swim for the Health of it.
Name: Coach Mason
Subject: Strength Training
In class we will be getting started on circuit training and will progress into free weights in the next few weeks.
Name: Coach Feare
Subject: Physical Education I & II
The first rotation has ended in the gym and group 2 will now head
to the pool. We have had some exciting E - learning opportunities.
We completed Floor hockey and had an introduction to badminton. Group 1 comes back to the gym and they will participate in
the same activities.
Name: Coach Karpinski
Subject: Health and PE
In health class our students did a great job with e - learning. We
covered CPR, cardiac arrest, and first aid. We will be moving into
being more health literate.
Name: Coach Richards
Subject: Health
In Health we are finishing up our chapter dealing with Health
Skills such as Decision-Making and Refusal Skills. We are learning
that we need to set goals and plan out how to achieve these goals
or we will end up being lost and without direction. The E-Learning
days slowed us down a bit but it also taught our kids how to be
self-learners and motivators. A lot has been learned in the past
week or so that can help us plan for our future.
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Rho Kappa
60 STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL
SOCIAL STUDIES HONOR SOCIETY
Congratulations are in order to the following juniors and seniors
that have been inducted into the Michigan City High School chapter of the Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society!
Jackson Attar, McKenna Bluhm, Jacklyn Bosserman, Jordyn
Bosserman Gavin Buchanan, Alyssa Budzik, Jennifer Cardenas Hannah Chambers, Cade Clarkson, Evangelea
Dabagia, Tava Daniels, Chris French, Makaila Fritz, Lydia
Fuller, Gabriel Galvan, Emily Gushrowski, Alexandria Hahn,
Kasey Halfacre, Erik Hultgren, Sarah Hyska, Jacob Kiser,
Anna Kmiecik, livia Leary, Bridget Mark, Mira McDaniel,
Elizabeth McLinden, Julia Miller, Meghan Miller, Emylee Moye, Jasmine Newell, Hannah Noveroske, Amanda Ochoa,
Ashlee Orman, Christopher Ormsby, Aika Patejdl, Riley
Plummer, Alexandra Pomeroy, Sara Poulin, Abbie Pytynia,
Gabriella Renteria, Alexis Reynolds, Morgan Ritchey, Lu Xi
Scherf, Mareeya Scully, Emma Sells, Riley Shreve, Tyler
Siegmund, Jack Smith, Michael Smith, Amanda Sparks,
Sydney Starks, Nathan Stevenson, Katelyn Swistek, Grace
Thomas, Bria Thomas, Krysten Thompson, Chase Triplett,
Jasmine Williams, Mackenzie Yock, Allyson Young
They should be excited about their induction into this prestigious
organization. The Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society is the only national organization for high school juniors and
seniors that recognizes excellence in the field of social studies.
Rho Kappa was developed by the National Council for the Social
Studies, to encourage an interest in, understanding of, and appreciation for the social studies. Membership in Rho Kappa provides
students with national recognition and opportunities for exploration in the social studies.
Through their hard work in and dedication to the field of social
studies, they have earned a spot in our chapter of Rho Kappa by
meeting the following criteria, which has been verified by a member of the Guidance Department, Aaron Garrett, the K-12 College
& Career Coordinator. First, they have been in attendance at
Michigan City High School for the equivalent of one semester prior
to being considered. Second, they have completed four semesters
of courses in social studies, and are prepared to complete or have
already completed at least six semesters. Third, they have
achieved the minimum grade point average for those courses,
which is an unweighted 3.00 GPA or the numerical equivalent.
Fourth, they have an overall cumulative GPA of at least 3.00 or
the numerical equivalent.
Induction into Rho Kappa is an accomplishment worth being proud
of, as well as celebrated! Senior members who are in good standing with the organization at the time of graduation shall be given
the opportunity to purchase honor cords to wear at graduation. As
the Advisor of the Michigan City High School chapter of Rho Kappa
National Social Studies Honor Society, and on behalf of the Social
Studies Department, I welcome them into this intellectual community.
-Alexander Uryga, Ed.M.
Social Studies Teacher, MCHS
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MCHS Bowling Team
The MC Boys bowling team have won the Lakeshore Conference
for 6 years in a roll, The Boys team won first place at Sectionals
on January, 12th. Matthew Case placed 1 st , Chris Wilson
placed 3rd , and Adam Armstrong placed 9th for Singles. For Regionals on January 19th the boys’ team came in runner up to Griffith High School. Adam Armstrong placed 1 st and Matthew
Case placed 6 th in singles for Regionals. They are both advancing to Semi State South Bend. The team also advanced to Semi
State.
The girls’ team came in runner up in sectionals to Portage HS and
did not advance to Semi State. Two girls did advance to Semi
State - Alexandria Hahn who came in 4th in Regional sectionals
and Megan Grahams who placed 8th in singles.
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National Honor Society
Students are eligible for selection to the National Honor Society
based on four criteria: scholarship, leadership, service, and character. These criteria clearly indicate that the goal of the National
Honor Society is more than recognition of the purely academic
students. In truth, the National Honor Society seeks to recognize
and reward the academic students who have made the extra effort to be a significant part of their world, whether it is the world
of the school or the world of the community.
At MCHS, scholarship is used as the first criteria to determine eligibility. All Juniors/Seniors with a 3.5 cumulative grade point average or above are eligible for consideration and are notified of
their eligibility. The next step is for them to attend a mandatory
meeting (February 15, 2019 from 2:20-4:00) where they will supply information about the service and honors they have accrued
to date. This information is then verified and the student evaluated by the appropriate coach, sponsor, advisor, etc. Next, lists of
eligible students are given to the faculty for input on character
and leadership. The final vote is then done by the National Honor
Society Faculty Committee.
It is important that parents and students alike recognize that the
honor and recognition are predicated on the continuance of service. Membership in the National Honor Society is not an end in
itself; instead, it is a commitment to continue service, scholarship,
leadership, and character.
The National Honor Society believes strongly that its members are
the future leaders of communities, states, and nation.
-Mrs. Judy Kovalcik, NHS Advisor, MCHS
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JROTC
MCHS MCJROTC COMPETES IN CYBER PATRIOT
The Michigan City High School (MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) participated in the third
round of Cyber Patriot, the national high school cyber security
competition where students act as security managers for an organization’s information system. This was the state qualifying
round to determine advancement to the regional and national
rounds. The national championship will be held in Baltimore, MD
in March. There is no cost to MCHS or the cadets for this activity.
It is completely funded by the Marine Corps.
The team is advised by Mr. Ralph Gee,
the MCHS Engineering Technology Instructor at MCHS, as well as the Robotics coach. “The team did very well
in this round. I am impressed to see
how much they have learned about
dealing with cyber security issues from
when we first started in September.
The cyber skills that they have developed can lead to a great career in this
field, as well as being better digital citizens.”
Major Tom McGrath, the Senior Marine
Instructor, praised the cadets for their
dedication to the JROTC as well as
their desire to develop skills that could
lead to a lucrative career. “Cadets
First Sergeant Stefen Glade and Staff Sergeant Julia Ringstad are
also on our military drill team. They are here at 5:45 every
morning for drill team practice, and then they are practicing for
Cyber Patriot after school. They demonstrate those leadership
traits of dependability, endurance and loyalty that we try to develop in all of our cadets.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak, the Marine Instructor, also complimented the cadets on their willingness to develop marketable
skills that will assist them in future careers and as well as the mentorship of
Mr. Gee. “Mr. Gee has been able to
provide a great level of expertise that
our cadets are wisely using to their
over-all development as students.”
The drill team will next compete at
East Aurora High School in Aurora, IL
on January 19th, followed by a meet at
Wheeling High School in Wheeling, IL
on February 2nd. After those meets,
they will focus on preparing for the
National MCJROTC Drill Championship
in Washington, DC, on April 13th. The
cost of that trip will be funded by the
Marine Corps, costing MCHS and the
cadets nothing.
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MCHS MCJROTC CONDUCTS PRESENTATION
FOR 8TH GRADERS
The Michigan City High School (MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) conducted a demonstration for 8th graders at Barker and Krueger Middle Schools on January 24th. The purpose of the presentation was to familiarize the
students regarding the JROTC, encouraging them to consider enrolling in the course when completing their schedule for the next
school year. The program consisted of an introduction by the
Senior Marine Instructor, Major Tom McGrath, followed by basic
and armed exhibition drill. Physical training activities of tug-ofwar, stretcher carry, fireman’s carry, and the dizzy-izzy were then
executed. The cadet commanding officer, Cadet Captain Tyler
Stockley, then gave his impressions of the JROTC based on his
four years of experience. The program concluded with questions
from the 8th graders.
McGrath emphasized the importance of these presentations. “The
Marine Corps requires us to have at least 100 cadets to maintain
the program at Michigan City. With the increase in academic requirements and interventions, the number of students actually
available to take this elective course is much smaller than our
school enrollment.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak, the Marine Instructor, complemented
the cadets on their performance and the 8th graders on their attentiveness. “Both our drill team cadets and those demonstrating
physical training gave the 8th graders a good show. The students
in turn were very receptive to the performance.”
The drill team will be in action next on February 2nd at Wheeling,
IL High School for the Chicagoland Drill Meet. After that, they
will turn their attention to the MCJROTC National Championship
Meet on April 13th in Washington, DC. That trip will be done at no
cost to MCHS or the cadets. It will be fully funded by the Marine
Corps. Additionally, they will be supporting other MCHS events
like providing Color Guards for the home boys basketball games,
providing parking support for the boys regional basketball tournament on March 9th, and parent/teacher conference on March 21 st.
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MCHS MCJROTC COMPETES, EARNS AWARD,
AT CHICAGOLAND DRILL COMPETITION
The Michigan City High School (MCHS)
Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) competed in the
Chicagoland Military Drill Meet held at
Wheeling, IL High School on Saturday,
February 2nd. 23 schools, to include some
top-level programs that compete at the
Navy National Drill Competition in Florida
annually, competed in Armed and Unarmed Basic and Exhibition drill, along
with Color Guard and the Personnel Inspection. MCHS earned a fifth place trophy in the Armed Basic category.
“Having gone over a week with no practice due to school closures certainly did not help us,” said Senior
Marine Instructor Major Tom McGrath. “But we cannot look for or
accept excuses. We are capable of drilling better, and we will get
there before the Marine Nationals in April.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak, the Marine Instructor, said that this
meet can be used as a great teaching point. “I think some of our
cadets were reading their own headlines. This meet showed us
where we really need to improve.”
The Marine National JROTC championship to which McGrath alluded will take place in Washington, DC on April 13th. Cadets will
tour the sites in the Nation’s capital the day prior. This trip will be
done at no cost to the cadets or MCHS. They will compete in one
more meet before that, on March 2nd at Pike High School in Indianapolis.
The MCJROTC will also continue to support the school and community by providing Color Guards for the boys basketball games
and the Regional Basketball Tournament, marching in the Michigan City St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 9th, and helping with
the MCHS parent/teacher conference on March 14th.
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MCHS Debuts New Wolfie

Michigan City High School thanks their donors for their fundraising
efforts. Donors include Michigan City High School Alum, Chamber of
Commerce President Katie Eaton, gofundme donors, the Rotary Club
of Michigan City, Matt Wolfert and the IHSAA Foundation, Maggi
Spartz of the Unity Foundation and their Random Acts of Kindness
Fund, Horizon Bank, and the Michigan City High School Booster Club.

February 2019

Page 21

Dates to Remember
2/12-2/14

ISTEP Retest

2/15

Foreign Language Olympics

2/18

eLearning day (students & staff do not report)

2/20

Sophomore Ring Assembly

2/26-2/28

ISTEP 10

3/05

Classics Night 1 - 7pm (Music Dept.)

3/07

End of Grading Period 3

3/07

Classics Night 2 - 7 pm (Music Dept.)

3/09

SAT Testing

3/10

Daylight Savings Time Starts

3/12

Improv Club Program - 7:00 p.m.

3/13

Ring orders during lunch periods

3/13

Swing Night - 7pm (Music Dept.)

3/14

Ring orders - lunch periods & during conferences

3/14

Parent Teacher Conferences 2:30-5:30 p.m.

3/14

Wolf Pack Round-Up - 5:30-6:30 p.m.

3/19

National Honor Society Induction - 7:00 p.m.

3/23

Spring Garden Show at MCHS

3/26

Winter Sports Awards - 6:30 p.m.

4/01-4/05

Spring Break

4/08

School Resumes

4/11

Red Cross Blood Drive

4/11

Foreign Language Honor Society Ind. - 6:30 AM

4/13

ACT Testing

4/19

Good Friday (no school)

4/23-4/24

ISTEP 10

4/26-4/28

Spring Play

