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From the Desk of the Principal...
Hello fellow Wolves,
This Wolves Wire edition is packed with many great articles. Enjoy
this edition and keep up to date on the many academic and extracurricular activities that your students can enjoy at Michigan City
High School. With the completion of our first grading period, we
met many parents and family members during Parent/ Teacher
Conferences. Thank you for supporting your student, their teachers
and visiting our building.
A success that needs celebrated, MCHS was named High School of
the Year for AP TIP-IN. One of our goals this year is post-secondary
plans for ALL students, our measurement indicator is college and
career readiness standards. This award celebrates our growth in
college and career ready. MCHS has significantly increased advanced placement enrollment and increased the percent of students
earning qualifying scores on advanced placement tests. The qualifying scores earn students college credit to colleges and universities. We want to congratulate our teachers and students for a job
well done!
As we move to the colder months and our seasons are changing, we
are excited to once again cheer on our victorious football team as
they are still in playoffs. We also look forward to our winter sport
season as girls’ basketball is already underway, and boys’ basketball, swimming, gymnastics, and wrestling will be joining them
soon. The fall musical performance will be held this November 911th, in the high school auditorium. We look forward to seeing you
at MCHS!
Please keep your eyes on Franklin Street as we will be seeing our
senior winter athlete banners going up!
MCHS Goals:
1-Climate and Culture
2-Incredible Instruction and Curriculum
3-Post-secondary Plans for All
Vision: Excellence for Everyone!

Contact Us
Comments? Suggestions?
Contact Joyce Westphal
jwestphal@mcas.k12.in.us

One City! One Pack!
Go Wolves!
Candy Van Buskirk
Principal
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Counselors’ Corner
It is hard to believe that the first quarter of the 2018-2019 school
year is over. Counselors have been busy holding senior conferences and meeting with students who are struggling in their classes.
Students are encouraged to do their very best in all their classes.
Remember, the two quarters and semester final all work together
to determine a student’s final grade for the semester. A student
must pass two of these three and show mastery to receive credit
for the course. Counselors would like to encourage students to
continue to work hard and to seek help when needed. See your
counselor for information and an application for our after school
tutoring program, Club Inspire. Club Inspire meets Monday –
Thursday after school, is only $5 for the whole school year, and
has bus transportation home if needed. Poor attendance can also
greatly affect a student’s grades. Getting to school and classes on
time is key to your student’s success. Parents and students, be
sure to use your RDS account to monitor your grades in your classes. If you do not have an RDS account or are having issues with
it, please see Mrs. Krachinski in the front office.
SAT and ACT tests are being held in December. We strongly encourage seniors who have not taken the SAT or ACT or those who
may need to retake one of the tests to register. There are direct
links to both registration sites on the Guidance Department web
page at MCHS.
Seniors should be checking the Guidance Office webpage frequently for information on scholarships. Go to Michigan City High
School from the MCAS website and click on guidance. On the left,
you will see the link to scholarships and other important information. Also, as you know, the FAFSA is on line now and available
to complete.
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Ivy Tech
WILL IVY TECH CREDITS TRANSFER
They will, and they do. As huge tuition fees (and student debts) are
making national news, it’s no surprise that many students start at Ivy
Tech Community College, then transfer their credits on to Indiana’s
four-year colleges and universities. It’s a smart move that could save
you upward of $10,000.

TRANSFER PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
Just a few of the over 50 in-state and out-of-state four-year institutions Ivy Tech has transfer partnerships with:
Vincennes University
Purdue University
Indiana University
University of Southern Indiana
Ball State University
Indiana State University
IUPUI
Western Governors University

TSAP PROGRAMS
Our TSAP programs give you the option to transfer to a specific public four-year institution in the state of Indiana, and once you transfer
in you will be given a junior status. Our TSAP programs include the
following:
*Business Administration
*Human Services
*Criminal Justice
*Elementary Education
Computer Science
Informatics
Nursing
Electrical Engineering
Technology

GENERAL EDUCATION CORE
Guaranteed to transfer to in-state baccalaureate-degree granting institutions, our Statewide Transfer General Education Core (STGEC)
allows students to take a 30-hour core of general education courses.

Arelia Bradley
Vice Chancellor of Enrollment Services and Student Success
La Porte County/Michigan City Campus
Abradley79@ivytech.edu
219-879-9137 X6236
Apply here - ivytech.edu/Arelia-Bradley
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Student Council
The Michigan City High School Student Council would once again
like to thank everyone that participated in all of the 2018 Homecoming Festivities. We would like to thank all of the young ladies
that were nominated as Homecoming Queen Candidates and Congratulate Meghan Miller- Early College Representative as the
2018 Michigan City High School Homecoming Queen.

MCHS HOMECOMING QUEEN 2018
Meghan Miller escorted by Connor Reynolds

The MCHS Early College Club would like to congratulate Meghan Miller who was selected as the 2018 MCHS Homecoming Queen. Meghan has been part of the Early College Program since her freshman year and this is a great honor for
her.
*Photo courtesy of Mr. Jeremy Lugbill
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Club Inspire
Safe Harbor’s Club Inspire after school program is available at
Michigan City High School from 2:15 p.m until 5:30 p.m.
Daily bus transportation is provided!
$5.00 for the year!


Diner



Homework Help



Credit Recovery



Character Education



Mentoring



Creative Arts



College & Career Readiness and much more!

Engage, Enrich, Empower
For information please contact:
Site Coordinator Vicky Burton
219-873-2044, ext. 4543
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Students of the Month
LEADERS OF THE PACK - September

Art Department - Sarah Weber
Business Department - Bradley Hale
English Department - Ashanti Sanders
FACS Department - Alyssa Walters
JROTC - Dylan Gleason
Math Department - Tessa Vittatoe
Music Department - Michael Matias
PE/Health Department - Michael Duggins
Science Department - Connor Baker
Social Studies Department - Reese Attar
Student Support Services Department - John Benson
Tech.Ed./Voc.Ed. Department - Seth Palmer
World Languages Department - Grace Thomas
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Alpha Yearbook
BUY YOUR 2018-2019 YEARBOOK FOR
ONLY $65.00
WITH THIS AMAZING OFFER!!

Online Yearbook Ordering Link:
http://jostensyearbooks.com?REF=A02161760
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Social Studies

-Submitted by Bruce Stahl

The Psychology, Sociology, and AP Psychology classes traveled to
Chicago on two exciting filed trips during the month of October.
They visited the Money Museum to learn about the Central Bank
and to sit atop 6 to 7 billion dollars. During their visit each student received a bag of money worth $364.00. The classes also
visited Union Station, the Flamingo, the Four Seasons, After
School Matters, the Cultural Center, Cloud Gate and many other
interesting places. During the trips the students performed nonscientific tests on the people of Chicago. The elevator experiment
was voted the best of both trips. Ms. Marsha White helped during
the field trip stated, "The students had a great time today and
their behavior was perfect." The weather was almost perfect both
days. A special thanks to the counselors and parents who attended and did an excellent job having fun. Mr. Stahl was voted the
best teacher attending the field trip! See you soon!
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Boo at the Zoo
Washington Park Boo at the Zoo
On October 20th Michigan City Education Association participated
in BOO at the ZOO on a WINDY, COLD, RAINY DAY! Boo at the
Zoo is a family friendly event. The Zoo is transformed into an exciting and safe Halloween alternative for families, where up to
6,000 people attend ZooBoo each year!
The MCEA was a treat station vendor that helped put a smile on
children’s faces and helped the Washington Park Zoo accomplish
its three core missions – education, recreation and conservation.
Phil Mason, Michigan City High School Head Football Coach and
his wife helped pass out candy to over 1,500 children. Amy WojoLabis and Kathy Gustrowski also helped pass candy out too. Wolfie even came out to the event. What a fun event for MCEA to
give back to our great community.
Pictured:
Connor Root - MCHS football player
Coach Mason
Mrs. Mason
Trick or Treater - Hillary
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Science Department
-Submitted by Mrs. Wojasinski-Labis

Mr. Goebel's and Ms. Wojo's ICP Class
In 4th period ICP, students did a lab to observe the characteristic
colors produced by certain metallic ions when vaporized in a flame
and then had to identify an unknown metallic ion by means of a
flame test.
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Early College
The sophomore Early College teachers would like to recognize
several outstanding students who exemplify the ideals of what it
means to be in the Early College program. These students stand
out amongst their peers in the classroom and serve as role models to others in the program. They are committed students day in
and day out and come everyday with positive attitudes. These
students are eager to learn, ask questions, and have the confidence to share and contribute to class discussions.
The outstanding students for the second quarter are:
AP US History
Nathan Antisdel*
Fatima Mota
Linda Will
David O'Keefe
Riley Schoonaert
Shining Star: Alexis Moll
Chemistry Honors
Fatima Mota*
Dasani Cleveland
Nathan Antisdel
Riley Schoonaert
Makaela Gondeck
Shining Star: Joslyn Rodriguez
Algebra II Honors
Maya Roberts*
Fatima Mota
Ayden Zimmerle
Riley Schoonaert
Evan Long
Shining Star: Makaela Gondeck
English 10 Honors
Fatima Mota*
Nathan Antisdel
Alexis Moll
Maya Roberts
David O'Keefe
Shining Star: Javant Hodges
In the coming quarters we will begin our college visits. The students will see first hand that we have first class universities in our
own backyard.
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PE/Health Department
Name: Coach Kovenz
Subject: Basic Swimming
The grading period ended 10/22/18 and we are now into our 2nd
grading period. Swimming rotations have started up again and
the students are delirious with anticipation to start swimming
again...just kidding...but, some are really looking forward to
swimming. Swimming will take place each grading period for approximately 15 days per rotation. We will be working further on
swimming strokes, introduction to PFD's, or Personal Flotation Devices, will include a reality day of group dynamics in a PFD setting
similar to planes and ships, and swimming and fitness will go
hand in hand for our SLO's, or Student Learning Objectives. There
will be more on that later. Participation is of course expected, but
not all students buy into this. Those that choose to not participate
will be sent out for refusing to work, and they will not receive sufficient points on a daily basis to be successful. Please encourage
your student to attend, and participate to the best of their ability.
Even though weather is changing, swimming will be taking place
in our gym classes for swim rotation. Swim for the health of it.

Come on in - the waters fine!!!
-Coach Kovenz
Name: Coach Mason
Subject: Strength Training
In class we are actively participating in various agility and
strength circuits. We are getting in the weight room three days a
week and doing agility the other two days. Students are doing
well with their gains.
Name: Coach Feare
Subject: Physical Education I & II
In PE class, we have finished our first grading period units of volleyball and flag football. We are on a new set of units for this second grading period which is focusing on basketball and Team
Handball. We are also taking our students into the weight room
for an introduction to strength training. This is part of our fitness
Fridays and it gives students the opportunity to see what strength
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training is all about. If students are interested in taking strength
training that must have both of their PE credits first before going
into the class. We have been doing very well in all phases of class.
Good job wolves!

Pictured left:
Elian Morales
works the bicep
curl machine
while Brad Rose
looks on.
Pictured right:
Japrese Lewis is
using the shoulder
press.

Name: Coach Karpinski
Subject: Health and PE
We are covering Nutrition in Health right now. It is our longest
chapter and probably the hardest chapter of the semester. We
are 4 days in and still have 3 more days of going over information. We are reviewing on a daily basis so hopefully the information sticks in their minds. I really enjoy teacheing this chapter.

Name: Coach Richards
Subject: Health
In our Health Classes we are finishing up the section on Skills for a
Healthy Relationship. This teaches
our kids how to respectfully communicate and how to use active
listening to help them engage
when paying attention. We will
transition into family relationships
and how to learn to promote a
healthy and happy home life.
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Art Department
Mrs. Whitler's Intro to Art students have been working on a few
different projects over the past month. Students learned about
the Op Art Movement from the mid-nineteenth century and created an Op Art drawing. Op Art, short for Optical Art, is art that
fools the eye and plays with perspective. It often creates a 3D effect on a flat surface, like an optical illusion. Student also created
a Digital Transfer. This is a multi-step process that incorporates
collage, painting, digital photography, and Photoshop. Students
manipulated a portrait on Photoshop. This is then "glued" face
down on a canvas that has been collaged with paper and washed
with paint. The back of the digital image is then wet and rubbed
until the paper comes off. A thin, transparent layer of paper is left
with the image, with the collaged paper visible in the background.
Mrs. Whitler's Photography I students have finished 2 black and
white photos, and are working on the next two. They are becoming increasingly competent in the darkroom.

 By Alyssa Shaia

By Estefon Cuellar 

 By Rebecca Hill
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Music Department
The Wolfpack Marching Band competed their competition season
on September 29, 2018. They competed in the ISSMA Festival
Class Championship held at Crown Point High School. The Marching Band earned a Gold with Visual Distinction at this final competition of the year. Congratulations on a fantastic season!
A special thank you to all of our students, parents and friends for
helping to make the music department’s fall fundraiser a great
success. We could not have done this without all of the great parental and community support. Thank you again!
Congratulations to all of the band and choral students on an excellent Premier Concert! The concert was presented on Thursday,
October 11, 2018 at 7 pm in the high school auditorium and was
very well received. It was a great way to kick off the high school
concert season.
We invite you to come and hear the wonderful things our students
are doing at our One City One Sound Concert on Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 7 pm in the high school gym.

Preparing for College & Careers
-Submitted by Mrs. M. Schroeder

Aaron Garrett, our K-12 College & Career Coordinator visited Mrs.
Schroeder’s freshman Preparing for College and Careers classes to
help introduce them to our new Naviance software. The Naviance
software is designed to align student strengths and interests to
postsecondary opportunities. Mrs. Schroeder has been using the
Naviance program to help students create a digital profile of their
personal interests and match those interests with possible careers
and education opportunities.

Anime Club
The Anime Club has recently voted on new officers for the 201819 school year. The following students were elected: Chance
Smith, President, Marymae Waldron, Vice-President, Abigail Evans, Secretary, and Leo Janowski, Treasurer. Teacher co-sponsors are Ms. Kristin VarnHagen, English 11, and Mr.
Carlos Melendez, Digital Design. The club is planning to attend
Comic-Con in the Spring and is holding several fundraisers over
the next few months: a video game contest open to student body
on Nov. 6th after school, a Chipotle Give Back on December 4th
from 4-8 pm, and selling candy bars to students and the public
outside of school hours. Anyone interested in Anime is welcome
to join the club. Meetings are on Tuesdays after school in Room
A110 from 2:20-3:20.
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In the Media Center…
In the spirit of Halloween, many books were displayed in an eerie
fashion. There were Vampires, Werewolves, mysteries, criminal
investigations, fantasy, and ghosts!
We also had a Design An Abstract Pattern Coloring Page contest
where the students were given a shape outline of a Halloween
themed item and then they had to add their own creative design.
Staff and students were asked to vote on their favorite. The First
Place winner was Samara Sherrod and in Second Place was Elena
Lyons. It was a close competition. Great job to all that participated!
Make sure to stop in the Media Center Nov 4 - 10th. It's International Game Week and there will be several activities including:
Book Cover Bingo, Golf in the Stacks, & a 1000 piece puzzle. So
come on in and play!

Samara

Elena
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JROTC
MCHS MCJROTC COMPETES, EARNS AWARD
AT HOBART RAIDER COMPETITION
The cadets of the Michigan City High
School (MCHS) Marine Corps Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps
(MCJROTC) earned a first-place finish in the orienteering event at the
Hobart Army JROTC Raider competition on Saturday, October 20, 2018.
15 teams representing schools from
throughout Indiana, Illinois and
Michigan participated. The other
physically demanding events were
the tire carry, rope bridge, fitness
challenge, buddy carry, stretcher
carry, pull-ups and a 2.5-mile run.
“Our
kids
gave it
everything they had,” said Marine Instructor Master Sergeant Jeff Benak.
“There were some pretty fit schools,
particularly the Army JROTCs, as
the Raider comp is one of their primary focuses.”
Major Tom McGrath, the Senior Marine Instructor, also commended the
cadets, particularly their ability to
manage multiple tasks. “Just about
everyone
who is
on the
Raider
team is also on our Drill Team, and
some are also on our Cyber Patriot
team. Additionally, all of them assist
with our many community service
projects. These cadets are really
dedicated to our program, our school,
and our community.“
The military drill team McGrath referred to has been preparing to host
and compete in the MCJROTC Midwest Sectional Drill Meet on November 17th. If they finish in the top 4
teams, they will advance to the Regional Meet in Reading, PA on March
2nd. Their objective is to advance and win the National MCJROTC
meet in Washington, DC on April 13th. Last year, MCHS did qualify for the national meet and earned first place in one event. Additionally, they are preparing for the Veterans Day ceremony on November 9th at 1:30 pm in the MCHS gym. This ceremony features
the MCHS band and choir along with the cadets. The guest
speaker will be State Senator Mike Bohacek. The ceremony is
open to the public. Veterans from all services are encouraged to
attend, as they will be recognized as part of the ceremony.

November 2018

Page 19

MCHS MCJROTC SUPPORTS SCHOOL, COMMUNITY
The cadets of the Michigan City High School
(MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) participated in numerous
events in October to support the school and Michigan City community. The
cadets provided the Color
Guard and workers for the
3 home football games.
They also helped with the
Parent/Teacher conference on Oct 17th as well
as the Halloween event at
Ames Field. The Halloween event drew hundreds,
if not thousands of children and their parents,
grandparents and guardians to enjoy a safe and
fun-filled evening in celebration of this traditional
holiday for children. The
cadets also supported the
Haunted Trails event in Valparaiso for two weekends. This event
helps raise money to provide a summer camp for underprivileged
children.
“Our cadets are very unselfish,” said Senior Marine Instructor Major Tom McGrath. Despite the many commitments they have outside of the classroom, they still find time to help our school and
community.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak also commented on the cadets’ compassion. “Our cadets realize that there are families in our community that have been dealt a tough hand. They are always more
than willing to help others who
face adversity.”
Among the commitments that
McGrath referred to is the program’s military drill team. They,
along with the MCHS band and
choir, will conduct a Veterans Day
ceremony on Friday, November
9th, at 1:30 pm in the MCHS gym.
State Senator Mike Bohacek is the
guest speaker. The ceremony is
open to the public. Veterans and
their families are encouraged to
attend, as all veterans will be
honored as part of the ceremony.
The cadets will also be providing
Color Guards for numerous other
ceremonies honoring veterans as
well as marching in the Michigan
City Veterans Parade on November 3rd. The following week, the
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drill team will compete in the Midwest Sectional Championship
military drill meet hosted by MCHS on Saturday, November 17th.
All MCJROTC schools in the Midwest have been invited to compete
for a chance to advance to the Regional Championship in Reading,
PA on March 2, 2019. The Midwest Sectional is free and open to
the public. Competition begins at 8:30 am, ending at approximately 2:30 pm.
****************************************************
MCHS MCJROTC COMPETES IN CYBER PATRIOT
Rarely does a day go by without a
news story of a security breach of a
company’s or government agency’s
information system. The cadets of the
Michigan City High School (MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) compete in
Cyber Patriot, the national high school
cyber security competition. It puts
teams acting as Information Technology Specialists tasked with managing
the network of a company. They are
given a set of virtual images that represent operating systems, and are
tasked with identifying breaches and
then hardening the system while maintaining critical services in a six hour
period. Cadets are striving to be the
best team in Indiana and the Midwest. The top teams from each
region will be provided an all-expenses trip to Baltimore, MD,
where the national final is held. There, they can earn national
recognition and scholarship money. The first round of the event
was held on Nov 2nd. The cadets will compete in at least two
more rounds in December and January.
Mr. Ralph Gee, the Engineering and Technology Instructor at
MCHS, has volunteered to be the Faculty Advisor for the team.
“Cyber Patriot is such a great opportunity for high school students to be exposed to the cyber security field, where
there are plenty of good-paying jobs
with high job satisfaction.”
Major Tom McGrath, the Senior Marine
Instructor, emphasized the value of
cyber security skills and the potential
benefit for the cadets. “Regardless of
whether a cadet chooses the military as
first career or decides to take a different
path, knowledge of protecting electronic
data will always be an asset that they
can use to further their career.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak commented
on the unselfishness of Gee. “As teachers, we all have plenty of
tasks to do outside of the classroom. Preparing for e-learning has
now been added to the To Do List. But Mr. Gee still finds time to
assist us. He really is a true team player.”
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The MCHS Color Guard presents the Colors at a breakfast at
the Michigan City Disabled American Veterans Hall.

Cadets prepare to carry the oversized flag for the Michigan
City Veterans Parade.
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Way to Go!
Julia Miller w as named a semifinalist in the 2019 National Merit
Scholarship program. Semifinalists
were selected from among over 1.6
million seniors nationwide, based on
their high scores on the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
as juniors.

Julia also has another amazing
achievement - she achieved a perfect score of 36 on the ACT!
Congratulations Julia!

Congratulations to Zennon
Wilhelm on being named
a Commended Student in
the 2019 National Merit
Scholarship program.

Zennon also has exceled in
Physics and Math at the
high school and earned a
perfect score of 5 on the
AP Physics exam.
Way to Go!

Congratulations to Nathan Stevenson
who won the 2018 “Hey U.G.L.Y. Unique Gifted Loveable You” international acronym contest. Nathan converted the word HATE into Help All
Through Empathy and won a $250
cash prize, certificate, and t-shirt.
Nathan is a kicker for the football
team and captain of the soccer team.
He also plays baseball and hockey
(for South Bend Adams). He is an
honor student and hopes to pursue a
career in business or finance one day.

November 2018

Page 23

Congratulations to the Wolves Volleyball Team
2018 Sectional Champions!
**************************
Congratulations to German Teacher, Herr Ruth for being selected
for a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Michigan City Chamber
of Commerce.
Congratulations to the Michigan City High School Early College
Program for being selected for the Shining Light Aw ard by
the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce.
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Principal’s Honor Roll
Congratulations to the 104 students that made the Principal’s
Honor Roll for the 1st grading period. To qualify for the principal’s
honor roll you must have all A’s in every subject.
Check our website for the listing of names.
22 - Freshmen
16 - Sophomores
24 - Juniors
42 - Seniors

Academic Honor Roll
Congratulations to the 574 students that made the Academic Honor Roll for the 1st grading period. To qualify for the academic
honor roll students must have a 3.0 grade point average. A student will not be eligible for the academic honor roll if they earn a
grade of below a C on their report card.
Check our website for the listing of names.
153 - Freshmen
131 - Sophomores
143 - Juniors
147 - Seniors

Perfect Attendance
Congratulations to the 65 students that had perfect attendance
for the 1st grading period.
Check our website for the listing of names.
26 - Freshmen
18 - Sophomores
13 - Juniors
08 - Seniors
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Dates to Remember
11/09

Veterans’ Day Program - 1:25 p.m.

11/09

Fall Musical (7:00 p.m.)

11/10

AP Student Conference (8-12:00 p.m.)

11/10

Fall Musical (7:00 p.m.)

11/11

Fall Musical (2:00 p.m.)

11/13

Parent Network Meeting - 6:30 p.m. (Cafeteria)

11/17

JROTC Military Drill Competition

11/19-11/23 Thanksgiving Break - no school
12/01

SAT testing

12/3-12/4

ISTEP Retest

12/06

One City, One Sound - 7:00 p.m.

12/08

ACT

12/10

Foreign Language International Dinner - 5:30 p.m.

12/20

Final Exams

12/21

Final Exams

12/21

End of 2nd Grading Period

12/24

Winter Break begins

1/07

School Resumes

1/21

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (no school or
make up day)

1/24

Red Cross Blood Drive

1/28-2/1

Foreign Language Film Festival - 2:30 p.m.
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