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From the Desk of the Principal...
Greetings my fellow Wolves,
Happy New Year! I hope you had a warm and relaxing Winter
Break. It appears winter wanted to show up at the end of
break and help to extend our time at home. It may be cold
and snow covered outside, but it is time for the high school
students and staff to warm up to the very busy second semester. Just a friendly reminder our first snow make-up day
is January 15th, school will be in session.
Students will be meeting with their counselors selecting
courses for the 2018-19 school year through January and
early February. It is important that you are involved and discuss course selections with your student. This is the time to
discuss your student’s future after high school and how the
selections made impact College and Career opportunities
once they graduate. MCHS staff are here to partner with you
and your student to ensure College and Career readiness. The MCHS Course Selection Guide can be found on the
MCHS webpage.
Our seniors will be meeting with counselors to wrap-up graduation checklists, and finalize post secondary educational
choices. Seniors need to meet with counselors to confirm
their credits to graduate, apply for scholarships, and order
their cap and gown for commencement. Scholarship information can be found on the MCHS website under Guidance. Applications for the Michigan City Promise Scholarship
can be obtained in the guidance department or by stopping
by City Hall at 100 E. Michigan Blvd. from 8:30am-4:30pm
Monday - Friday.
This semester Grade 10 students will experience their Graduation Qualifying Exam, (GQE) Grade 10 ISTEP+ in EngLanguage Arts and Mathematics. There are two testing sessions. Part 1 testing window is February 27th - March 9th,
and Part 2 window is April 17th - April 27th. Student MUST
PASS the ISTEP+ in both areas to graduate and receive
a diploma. Students are actively learning what they need to
know and be able to do to pass the ISTEP+. After school remediation will begin January 23rd and will run every Tuesday
and Thursday after school until 3:30pm, transportation is
available. Additionally, access to practice items will be avail-
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able to students and parents via web based learning tools
that are currently being utilized in the classrooms.
I encourage you and your student to be engaged in the
learning process. I hope you will continue to check Parent
Access, communicate with guidance counselors and teachers, and do what is needed to insure your student graduates College and Career Ready! Please follow us on Twitter
and Instagram, and like us on Facebook.

One City! One Pack!
Go Wolves!
Candy Van Buskirk, Principal

From the Treasurer
Parents of SENIORS …….get any past due bills paid up. This
needs to be taken care of immediately.
Any Book Rentals for 1st Semester are now past due! If this is not
paid you will get turned over to the Collection Agency. Please
send in your payment now.
Book Rental statements were mailed out November 6, 2017.
Checks/money orders are to be made out to MCHS (Michigan City
High School)
If you are mailing in payment please send to:
MCHS
1 Wolf Trail
Michigan City, IN 46360
Attn: Treasurer
When sending in your payment, please mark "Treasurer" on the
outside of your envelope so it gets to the correct person.
If you are eligible for textbook assistance on your book rental
fees, you would be responsible for the Supply portion of the bill.
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****Attention Parent/Guardians that have been
turned over to the Collection Agency****
****IMPORTANT COLLECTION AGENCY CHANGE****
If you have been turned over to our Collection Agency for book
rental in the past, please contact them at the address and phone
numbers below to make any and all payment arrangements.
They can take your payment over the phone with a credit card.

For school years 2014/2015, 2015/2016 &2016/2017 the Collection Agency is:
Vision Financial
1900 W. Severs Rd
Laporte, IN 46350

Phone Number is 1-866-362-4477

For ALL PREVIOUS years (2013/2014, 2012/2013 etc.)
Please make your payment directly to:
First Source
1232 W. State Rd. 2
Phone Number 1-800-650-1776
Laporte, IN 46350
When you make a payment to either Collection Agencies they will
report it to us at Michigan City High School.

Counselors’ Corner
My how the time flies! We are now into the second semester and
only have 18 weeks of school left! With the start of a new semester comes a chance to start fresh. With that said, students and
parents should take a good look at grades through RDS. If your
student has not passed a course and it is required, they should
get in to see their counselor as soon as possible. Students can
always request to see their counselor through our online counselor request form near the bottom of the high school’s website under Site Shortcuts.
SCHEDULING
With the start of the second semester brings scheduling for the
2018-2019 school year. Counselors will begin presenting the new
Course Guidebook soon after the second semester begins. Please
have your student think about the courses they may wish to take
the following year, as well as keeping in mind any courses that
they may not have passed.
SENIORS, SENIORS, SENIORS
Make sure your senior is ready to graduate. Have they passed all
their required courses? Have they ordered their cap and gown?
Have they passed all of the required testing for graduation? It is
never too early to discuss with your student whether or not they
are ready for graduation. As always grades can be checked on
RDS and remember 44 to walk the floor.
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LAPORTE COUNTY CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION-A.K.
SMITH CAREER CENTER
We are online! Registration is open. Registration for 2018-2019
classes at LaPorte County CTE Center (A.K. Smith) is now available online.
Go to: www.educatemc.net/careertech
Click on the “enroll now” button – start the enrollment process
and open the door to your future!
For additional assistance, see your high school counselor.

Open Door
Open Door Adolescent Health Center
Receives Important Funding from

The Healthcare Foundation of La Porte (HFL) is a not for profit,
independent, private foundation dedicated to empowering our residents to live healthy and well in and around La Porte. HFL envisions partnering with many types of community organizations
through thoughtful grantmaking to build a healthier community
together. We are committed to supporting health and wellness
programs and services to achieve the vision of La Porte becoming
one of the top 10 healthiest communities in Indiana. For more information, visit hflaporte.org
Open Door Adolescent Health Center was awarded $30,000 from
the Healthcare Foundation of La Porte County on November 6,
2017 under the Healthy Children Initiative. This funding will assist
the school-based health center at Michigan City High School with
providing students with health screenings, assessments, individual, and group counseling sessions with Master’s Level Social Workers. In addition, this funding will help support our medical services that are offered by a Family Nurse Practitioner and Medical
Director.
For over two decades, Open Door Adolescent Health Center has
been 100% grant funded along with critical in-kind support from
Michigan City Area Schools. Open Door Adolescent Health Center
is extremely honored to receive this funding from the Healthcare
Foundation of La Porte and is delighted to be a part of this very
exciting vision for our community.
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Ivy Tech

NEED A LITTLE ASSISTANCE
WITH YOUR ASSISTANCE?
IVY TECH CAN GET YOU ALL THE
HELP YOU NEED.
We can help you apply for grants, scholarships, loans,
and other financial aid. Ivy Tech Community College
offers an excellent education, and charges the lowest
tuition rates in the state while doing so. But for many,
financial aid remains the key to funding that education,
by helping you pay for everything from tuition to books
to supplies.
You might be eligible for a lot more assistance than
you’d expect-including scholarships that don’t need to
be paid back. But before you can get the money you
may be eligible to receive, you’ll need to know the
steps you need to follow (and the dates you need to
follow them by).
We know this process can be a little confusing, especially for first time students. But we will do everything
we can to get you all the help you need. Stop by the
Michigan City Campus for assistance today!
Simply walk-in to speak with our financial aid representative to get started on the next steps!
Financial aid representative
Byron Hooper
219-879-9137 X6286
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Students of the Month
LEADERS OF THE PACK - NOVEMBER

Art Department - Devin Glenn
Business Department - Christopher Willis
English Department - Eduarda Mancilha
FACS Department - Sara Rissman
JROTC - Gretchen Szabo
Math Department - Isabelle Voltz
Music Department - Korah DeLeon
PE/Health Department - Noah Mangual
Science Department - Grace Wyness
Social Studies Department - Myon McGee
Student Support Services Department - Thomas Walters
Tech.Ed./Voc.Ed. Department - Thomas Walters
World Languages Department - Fatima Mota
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Student Support Services
Parents/Guardians of students with an IEP, here is contact information. We are happy to help.
Ms. Amy Wojasinski-Labis, Department Head/ Resource alabis@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. D. Ritter, Moderate: dritter@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. N. Bormet, co-taught English 9: nbormet@mcas.k12.in.us

Ms. L. Abbey, Multi-Curriculum: labbey@mcas.k12.in.us
Mr. T. Johnston, co-taught Algebra I : tjohnston01@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. C Hastings, Multi Curriculum: chastings@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. L Hoard, Multi-Curriculum : lhoard@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. S Long, co-taught English 12, Resource:
slong@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. S. Krachinski, Multi-Curriculum: skrachinski@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. S. Erby, Credit Recovery: serby@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. A. Hartog, co-taught Algebra II and Geometry, Resource:
ahartog@mcas.k12.in.us

Mr. M. Ard, co-taught Algebra II and Geometry:
mard@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. K. VarnHagen, co-taught English 11 and Resource, kvarnhagen@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. M. Zolis, co taught English 10 and Algebra, Resource: mzolis@mcas.k12.in.us
Mr. M. Schafer, co taught English 10, Resource and Careers Class:
mschafer@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. E Stahl, social worker: estahl@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. S Baldwin, deaf and hard of hearing: sbaldwin@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. L Jones, deaf and hard of hearing: ljones07@mcas.k12.in.us
Mrs. M Dougherty, visually impaired:
mdougherty@mcas.k12.in.us
Ms. L Pitmon, Paraprofessional
Ms. T Jones, Paraprofessional
Ms. M Landess, Paraprofessional
Ms. M Llorens, Paraprofessional
Ms. M Chandler, Paraprofessional
Mr. H. Arthur, Paraprofessional
Ms. T. Tepper , Paraprofessional
Ms. A. Dobrzeniecki, Paraprofessinal
Ms. F. White, Paraprofessional
Ms. C. Stephens, Paraprofessional
Mr. A. Mendez, Paraprofessional
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****************************************************
STUDENT STORE SELLING SPECIAL ONE OF KIND SHIRTS
The student store has something extra special. T-Shirts designed
by our very own MCHS students. The shirts comes in long sleeve
or short sleeve. Prices range from 8.00 to 10.00 dollars only. Please stop by the MCHS student store from 10 to 12:30 daily
to purchase one. We even have special orders if necessary!
MCHS SPIRIT WEAR FORM
(Please Print)

Full Name: ________________________
Phone: ___________________________
8th Hour Teacher: ___________________
(Check Mark)
_____T-shirt or
_____Sweatshirt

Quantity

Color
(Red, blue, or gray)

Long or Short
Sleeve

Price

Adult S
Adult M
Adult L
Adult XO
*2-XL (special
order)
*2-XL (special
order)

Total=

T-Shirt (short sleeve $8, long sleeve $10)
Sweatshirt ($15 must be special ordered)
T-Shirt Description: One City One Pack
(Please read)
ORDERS FORMS MUST BE RETURNED INTO THE MCHS
STUDENT STORE (ROOM# O-108) ALONG WITH MONEY IN
ORDER TO BE PROCESSED.
*There is an extra $2 charge for special order sizes. Please allow
at least a week to receive your shirt. Shirts that have been ordered will be distributed during your 8th hour class.
**Forms of payment accepted are cash or checks. M ake
checks payable to: MCHS
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Early College
The Michigan City Early College High School Club has been very
busy this holiday season.
In November, members of MCECHS Club volunteered at the high
school cleaning classroom desks, windows, and whiteboards.
Members were excited not only to contribute and give back to the
school, but also happy to be working towards their service hours
for the Michigan City Promise Scholarship and the Work Ethics
Certification. Members are currently planning additional service
opportunities for the Spring.
In December, MCECHS Club held a successful fundraiser at Five
Guys here in Michigan City. Thank you for all those who participated! The club also celebrated together with food, games, and
prizes at the annual Holiday party. Fun was had by all!
 Zoie Zaknoun, Julie Haro,
Andrea Zaknoun, and Jacee
Blacz cleaning Senorita G’s
desks.

 DC Smith, Alexis Reynolds,
and Elysha Davis taking a break
for a photo op.

 Dominic Yanke hard at work
trying to get staples out of the
bulletin boards.

 Playing a competitive game of
Christmas Pictionary.
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Takin’ Care of Business
Accounting- Students are getting the hang of debits and credits
and making progress in the Accounting Cycle, including creating
financial statements for service and merchandising businesses.
Banking & Investment Capstone- Students are exploring the
role of the Federal Reserve in the Banking System as well as studying the sub-prime mortgage market and predatory lending, and
their convergence in creating the 2008 Financial Crisis.
Introduction to Computer Science- Students are using the
popular Scratch programming platform, where they are creating
games and music apps and sharing their work with each other.
Personal Finance- Students are gearing up to start the H&R
Block Budget Challenge, where they will have to apply their
knowledge in budgeting their bi-weekly “paychecks” and paying
their “bills” on time. Students will compete on a nationwide basis
for cash and scholarship prizes during this 8-week simulation.
Introduction to Business- Students are learning the ropes of
the world of business and what it takes to succeed. They are
gearing up to write their very own business plans and present
them for critique.

Art Department
Artwork by our talented Visual Arts students will be on display in
the entryway of the administration building January 5th-31st.
Stop by and see what is being created in our Visual Arts classes at
MCHS!

Photo by Alex Hahn, Photography I student
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PE/Health Department
Name: Coach Kovenz
Subject: Basic Swimming
Swimming will be starting up soon for the PE rotations. The primary emphasis will be on SLO's, or Student Learning Objectives.
The objective will be based on a timed swim, five minutes, with
the goal being 7 laps of the pool or higher. Many DAC schools are
testing swim classes on the same objective. There will be three
categories based on student's performance. High level is 7 laps of
the pool or more, Medium with 4 or 5 laps in the five minute swim
and Low with 4 or less laps. Weekly assessments will be held with
emphasis on conditioning and strength. Welcome back, Happy
New Year and Go Wolves.
Name: Coach Mason
Subject: Strength Training
Start of a new semester brings new students and a new start to
strength training basic instruction and good work habits will be
the key to student success

Name: Coach Feare
Subject: Physical Education I& II
We are back with a new semester and a new set of goals. We
have our winter sports units coming up such as basketball, gymnastics and floor hockey. We also will be participating in a unit
focusing on personal fitness. Go Wolves!
Name: Coach Karpinski
Subject: Health and PE
Wow!!! Another Semester is in the books. Time really does fly
when you are having fun. Thank you to my 1st semester Health
classes for making semester 1 so enjoyable. I am really looking
forward to working with my new group of Health students. We
are off to a fantastic start to 2018, let's keep it going!
Name: Coach Richards
Subject: Health
We are introducing the Health/Wellness course to the new group
of students. Policy and procedures are important as well as discussing what "Health" is and how is it important in our lives now
and in the future. We will talk about our daily activities and people
we associate with as factors in determining our health habits.
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Social Studies Department
The Social Studies Department spent December wrapping up curriculum and preparing for final exams. Geography and History of
the World students reviewed everything they learned about the
Americas and Europe and are excited to dive into Asia in January!
AP Human Geography students are excelling in their studies and
rising to the occasion to prove that, as freshmen, they can hold
their own with the rigor of college level curriculum.
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FACS Department
Welcome Back Everyone and Happy New Year!
Students in the Family and Consumer Sciences Department have
ended the first semester. All Family and Consumer Science
(FACS )classes are one semester long classes with the exception
of Chemistry of Foods and Introduction to Culinary Arts and Hospitality which are a full year class.
For many students it will be the first time they have taken a Family and Consumer Science Class (FACS) here at Michigan City High
School. The Advance students have already taken the first level
class and therefore are returning to our FACS classes.
The classes that will be offered second semester include:
Nutrition and Wellness, and Advanced Nutrition and Wellness, taught by M r. J ames New man. H e is also teaching the
Culinary class as well as the advance nutrition classes.
Child Development (Parenting), Advanced Child Development and Fashion and Textiles, taught by M rs. M ariam
Mussa-Taha. In the Nutrition classes the students will be learning
about good nutrition to start off the year. Here are some interesting facts:
Nutrition and the Health of Young People

Benefits of Healthy Eating:
• Proper nutrition promotes the optimal growth and development
of children.
• Healthy eating helps prevent high cholesterol and high blood
pressure and helps reduce the risk of developing chronic diseases
such as cardiovascular disease, cancer, and diabetes.
• Healthy eating helps reduce one’s risk for developing obesity,
osteoporosis, iron deficiency, and dental caries (cavities).
Consequences of a Poor Diet
• A poor diet can lead to energy imbalance (e.g., eating more calories than one expends through physical activity) and can increase one’s risk for overweight and obesity.
• A poor diet can increase the risk for lung, esophageal, stomach,
colorectal, and prostate cancers.
• Individuals who eat fast food one or more times per week are at
increased risk for weight gain, overweight, and obesity.
• Drinking sugar -sweetened beverages can result in weight gain,
overweight, and obesity.
◊ Providing access to drinking water gives students a
healthy alternative to sugar -sweetened beverages.
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• Hunger and food insecurity (i.e., reduced food intake and disrupted eating patterns because a household lacks money and other resources for food) might increase the risk for lower dietary
quality and undernutrition. In turn, undernutrition can negatively
affect overall health, cognitive development, and school performance.
Eating Behaviors of Young People
• Most U.S. youth:
◊ Do not meet the recommendations for eating 2½ cups to
6½ cups* of fruits and vegetables each day
◊ Do not eat the minimum recommended amounts
of whole grains (2 –3 ounces* each day)
◊ Eat more than the recommended maximum daily
intake of sodium (1,500 –2,300 mg* each day) .
• Empty calories (food with no nutritional value) from added sugars and solid fats contribute to 40% of daily calories for children
and adolescents aged 2 –18 years. This affects the overall quality
of their diets. Approximately half of these empty calories come
from six sources: soda, fruit drinks, dairy desserts, and grain desserts.
• Adolescents drink more full -calorie soda per day than milk.
*Males aged 12 –19 years drink an average of 22 ounces
of full -calorie soda per day, more than twice their intake
of fluid milk (10 ounces)
*Females drink an average of 14 ounces of full calorie soda and only 6 ounces of fluid milk.

Diet and Academic Performance:
• Eating a healthy breakfast is associated with improved cognitive
function (especially memory), reduced absenteeism, and improved mood.
• Follow School Health Guidelines to Promote Healthy Eating and
Physical Activity
• Nutrition Standards for Foods in Schools: Leading the Way Toward Healthier Youth
• National Cancer Institute ’s Risk Factor Monitoring and Methods:
Food Sources Data on U.S. dietary intake of the top food sources.
*Depending on age and other individual characteristics
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Music Department
On Thursday, December 14,
2017, the band and choir
students in grades 6
through 12 performed at the
annual “One City One
Sound” Holiday concert.
Over 800 singers and 300
instrumentalists performed
at this event. All 1100 music students opened the
concert with the piece “It’s
the Holiday Season
(Medley)” and closed the
concert with the traditional
“Hallelujah Chorus”. The
entire MCAS music department congratulates all of the music students on a job well done!
The high school band and choir students will be busy this month
preparing various solos and small and large ensembles for the
ISSMA District Solo and Ensemble Contest. The choir students
will compete on Saturday, January 27 and the band students will
compete on Saturday, February 3. Good luck to all of the students preparing for this competition.

WINTER BALL
Michigan City High School’s
Twenty-Third Annual Winter Semi-Formal
Saturday, February 10th The Uptown Center
7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Semi-formal dress required
Tickets: $20.00

Tickets will be on sale beginning
Thursday, February 1st, during all
lunch periods.
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World Languages
-Submitted by Herr Ruth

The month of December, or the Advent Season, was a very busy
time for the Language Department. On December 6 th the German
students observed St. Nikolaus Day by making shoes that were
then filled with German specialties like Christmas Stollen, Spekulatius, Pfeffernüsse and chocolates.

On Monday the eleventh of December, the German Club chartered
a bus for its annual trip to the Goethe Institut, a German cultural
center in Chicago. After learning about the modern German music scene, German cultural contributions and the purpose of the
Institut the students went to the Chicaga Brauhaus on North Lincoln Ave. for lunch. After lunch we returned to downtown Chicago, to the Christkindlmarkt on Daley Plaza. While on the bus the
students saw a movie about Christmas traditions in Germany.
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In the Brauhaus enjoying the flavors of the Christkindlmarkt
When the students returned, they joined the other language students for the annual International dinner.
****************************************************
- Submitted by: Señorita G
On December 11, a snowy winter night, faithful students from the
Foreign Language Department attended the International Dinner
in the MCHS cafeteria. The International Dinner is an annual event
hosted by the Foreign Language Department that unifies the Japanese, French, German, and Spanish classes. All of the students
are welcome to attend and can bring a dish to pass that reflects
the language they are learning or a beloved family recipe. This
year, a variety of delectable options from Lebanese grape leaves,
German goulash, Japanese yakisoba, to Mexican mole, among
many other options, were shared between the attendees. The
food was presented buffet style and after the food was eaten,
each language presented some entertainment for the evening.
The French Club sang and talked to the group about the diversity
of the countries that speak French. Japanese Club danced for the
attendees, and the Spanish Club played a children’s game from
Spain. All in all, the night was memorable and the language club
members should mark their calendars for February 16 for the Foreign Language Olympics.
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Alpha Yearbook

Order your copy of the
2017-2018 Alpha Yearbook
for the LOW price of only $65.00!
Go to www.jostens.com to place
your order today!
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JROTC
MCHS MCJROTC DEFEATS LARGER SCHOOLS
AT PURDUE DRILL COMP
The Michigan City High School
(MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(MCJROTC) earned first place trophies at the Purdue University
ROTC Military Drill Competition in
West Lafayette on December 9,
2017. The Wolves defeated East
Aurora (Aurora, IL), Ben Davis
and Pike High Schools
(Indianapolis) in the Armed Platoon and Unarmed Platoon categories. Those schools have enrollments between 3500 and 4000
students. East Aurora is also the
largest JROTC in the world (there
are JROTCs at military bases overseas) with 700 cadets. MCHS enrollment is approximately 1600,
with 98 cadets. The Armed Platoon was commanded by Cadet
Lieutenant Tyler Stockley and the Unarmed platoon was commanded by Cadet Captain James Steinhagen.
“This is a great tribute to our cadets’ hard work and dedication to
be able to finish ahead of really good drill teams like East Aurora
and Ben Davis,” said Senior Marine Instructor Major Tom
McGrath. This is the first time we have beaten both of those
schools.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak was also complimentary of the cadets’
performance but also acknowledged the cadets need to improve.
“Our cadets performed well at Purdue, but we have very competitive meets coming up at East Aurora, Chicagoland and Pike. We
must continue to work hard and improve, because the competition
only gets tougher.”
The East Aurora meet is January 13th. The cadets will be supporting the One City One Sound Concert on December 14th, the
Wreaths Across America Ceremony on December 16th, several
Salvation Army functions before Christmas, as well as providing
Color Guards for the home basketball games.
****************************************************
MCHS MCJROTC COMPETES IN
NATIONAL CYBER SECURITY GAME
The Michigan City High School (MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) competed in the second
round of Cyber Patriot, the national cyber security game. Cadets
act as security managers of an organizations’ information system,
defending against a cyber attack and then counterattacking to
keep the system secure. Cadets from all four service JROTCs participate in the competition. Finalist earn an all-expenses paid trip
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to Baltimore, Maryland, to compete in the national finals. This
activity, like all MCJROTC activities, is done at no cost to the cadets or MCHS. They are funded by the Marine Corps, with augmentation from fundraising through the MCJROTC Booster Club.
“With the increased emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) in our public schools, our cadets are
involved with activities that could start the foundation for a very
rewarding and lucrative career in cyber security,” said Senior Marine Instructor Major Tom McGrath.
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak noted the flexibility of the cadets to
multi-task. “All of the cadets on our Cyber Patriot team are on
our drill team, and some are also on our rifle team. These cadets
really know how to do a balancing act.”
The faculty advisor for the team is Engineering and Technology
Instructor Ralph Gee. “I think that this a tremendous opportunity for students to participate in real-world problems facing all aspects of technology, which in turn affects all aspects of today’s
world. And to do this with no cost to the student is something
rare these days in education.”
The cadets next Cyber Patriot competition round will be in January. They will then see if they qualify to proceed on to the next
elimination round in February. The Final Round is in March.

The MCHS Cyber Patriot Team: (l-r) Cadets Captain James
Steinhagen, Lance Corporal Bodan Walker, Staff Sergeant
Nineah Langford, Staff Sergeant Stefen Glade, and Faculty
Advisor Ralph Gee.
Not pictured are Cadets Captain Tyler Stockley, Staff Sergeant Danny Walker and Corporal Christoph Walker.
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***********************************************
MCHS MCJROTC DEMONSTRATES
THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS
With the extreme commercialization of Christmas, cadets of the Michigan City High School
(MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (MCJROTC) demonstrated the
true meaning of Christmas by giving of their
time and talents during the Christmas season.
Cadets helped set-up, assist with the functioning, and then helped
clean-up for One City,
One Sound, the Michigan
City Area Schools’
Christmas concert which
involved all elementary
schools, both middles
schools, along with MCHS. Cadets also assisted the Michigan City Salvation Army in
the distribution of family supplies and toys
for needy families in the Michigan City area.
Besides these community service projects,
the MCHS Color Guard presented the Colors
for both boys home basketball games in December.

“One of the leadership traits we teach is unselfishness,” said Senior Marine Instructor
Major Tom McGrath. “Our cadets take that
lesson out of the classroom and put it to
practical use in our community.”
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak, the Marine Instructor, complimented the cadets on their
ability to juggle multiple tasks. “Our cadets
are doing Drill Team practice before school,
Rifle Team and Cyber Patriot team after
school, along with studying for their final
exams. They must sleep well at night.”
The cadets will continue to support the Salvation Army right up to Christmas. They will
also be having Drill Team practice over the
Christmas break in preparation for their next
military drill competition at East Aurora High
School in Aurora, IL, on January 13, 2018.
That following Wednesday, January 17th, the
team will deliver presentations to 8th graders
at Barker and Krueger Middle Schools. These
presentations are important to the MCJROTC
program, as MCHS is required to maintain an
enrollment of 100 cadets to keep the program. There are currently 98 cadets in the
MCJROTC. The Color Guard will also present
the Colors at the boys’ home basketball
games on January 6th and 26th, along with the Lighthouse Invitational Tournament on January 27th.
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****************************************************
MCHS MCJROTC EARNS AWARDS
AT MILITARY DRILL COMPETITION
The cadets of Michigan City High School
(MCHS) Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) overcame
the absences of experienced cadets and
earned awards at a military drill competition at East Aurora High School in Aurora,
IL on Saturday, January 13, 2018. Due to
a snow storm, some cadets could not
make it to MCHS for the trip to Aurora.
Still, the Color Guard finished second, the
Armed Basic Platoon came in fourth, and
the Armed Exhibition Platoon earned a
fifth place finished out of the 19 schools.
The Color Guard was commanded by Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Griffin Williams and
both platoons were commanded by Cadet
First Lieutenant Tyler Stockley.
“Some of our first year cadets really
stepped up to replace the experienced cadets who were absent,” said Senior Marine
Instructor Major Tom McGrath. “For them
to compete in a meet with so many good
schools and earn awards is really a testament to the hard work they have put into
practice since September.
Master Sergeant Jeff Benak echoed
McGrath’s praises for the younger cadets as
well as the performance of the entire team.
“We do not have the numbers that many of
the other schools whom we compete
against have, but our cadets work very
hard at practice to improve, and that
showed today with the contributions that our younger cadets
made to our team.”

Some of the cadets on the drill team will
transition into being cyber warriors, as
they compete in the third round of Cyber
Patriot on Friday, January 19. Cyber Patriot is the national cyber competition for
high school students who act as a cyber
security manager for a corporation, defending and counter attacking against an
attack on the corporation’s information
system. The drill team will travel to the
middle schools on January 17 for presentations to the 8th grade classes prior to those
students scheduling their freshman year
high school courses. The drill team will
also be providing Color Guards for three
basketball games on January 23, 26, and 27. The team’s next
competition is the Chicagoland Meet on February 3, 2018 in Arlington Heights, IL.
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****************************************************
MCHS MCJROTC STUDIES MARTIN LUTHER KING
The cadets of the Michigan City High School (MCHS) Marine Corps
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) took advantage
of having school on the federal holiday for Dr. Martine Luther King
and studied the civil rights leader. Specifically, they analyzed Dr.
King’s “I Have A Dream” speech, comparing and contrasting our
nation in 1963 to the present.
“Dr. King used the conditions for Blacks in 1963, not to rile up the
crowd, but to give our country’s leaders a sense of urgency to fix
discrimination,” said Cadet Corporal Jessica Wilhelm.
Cadet Sergeant Damian Albisu was impressed with Dr. King’s use
of imagery to drive his points home. “His analogy of some of our
country’s leaders at that time to writing a check with insufficient
funds to denying Blacks the same opportunities as whites gave
me a better understanding of the struggles that Blacks faced back
then.”
Cadet Lance Corporal Alexis Moll liked the optimistic tone of the
speech. “I think that Dr. King left everyone who attended the
speech feeling that our country was going to change for the better, that his vision for the future was a very positive one.”
Senior Marine Instructor Major Tom McGrath stated that the study
of Dr. King fell right in line with the MCJROTC curriculum. “This is
a leadership course, not a prep for the military course. Dr. King
was one of the great leaders in our nation’s history.”
Although the Dr. King holiday was originally scheduled as a day
off from school, Master Sergeant Jeff Benak said that it worked
out for the best. “This gave our cadets a chance to study a great
leader who accomplished much in his short life.”

Cadets (l-r) Private First
Class Nate Hatch, Corporal Jessica Wilhelm,
and Sergeant Damian Albisu discuss the positive
influence of Dr. King on
our country.
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Way to Go!
Four Michigan City High School juniors are among the Indiana Association of School Principals (IASP) "Rising Stars of Indiana"
Class of 2019.
Each Indiana high school was invited to recognize up to four students currently in the 11th grade, based on their academic
achievement. Representing Michigan City High School are Gavin
Buchanan, Evangelea Dabagia, Natalie Parker, and Zennon
Wilhelm.

“We’re very proud of these four outstanding students," said Michigan City High School Principal Candy Van Buskirk. "They embody
academic excellence, and are involved in numerous activities at
school and in our community. They truly are rising stars -- and an
example of the high caliber of students we have at City."

Pictured are (L-R) Gavin Buchanan, Evangelea Dabagia,
MCHS Principal Candy Van Buskirk, Natalie Parker,
and Zennon Wilhelm.
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Dates to Remember
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Dates to Remember
01/31

Red Cross Blood Drive at MCHS

02/08

Sophomore Ring Assembly

02/10

Winter Ball

02/16

Foreign Language Olympics

02/19

School in Session (make-up weather day)

02/22

Kingsley Orders (10-5:30 p.m.)

02/23

Kingsley Orders (lunch periods)

02/27-3/8

ISTEP Part I Testing

03/06

Classics Night I, 7:00 p.m. (Music Dept.)

03/08

Classics Night II, 7:00 p.m. (Music Dept.)

03/10

SAT Testing

03/11

Daylight Savings Time Begins

03/13-3/16

Accuplacer Part II

03/14

Swing Night, 7:00 p.m. (Music Dept.)

03/15

Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:30-6:30 p.m.)

03/20

National Honor Society Induction, 7:00 p.m.

03/27

Winter Sports Awards

03/29

Financial Planning Wrokshop (5:00-7:00 p.m.)

03/30

Good Friday (No School)

04/02

Spring Break Starts

04/09

School Resumes

04/14

ACT Testing

04/17-4/27

ISTEP Part II Testing

04/19

Foreign Language Honor Society Induction

04/20

Spring Play, 7:00 p.m.

04/21

Spring Play, 7:00 p.m.

04/22

Spring Play, 2:00 p.m.

04/27

MCHS Talent Show
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Holiday Fun!

