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A report to the community from Michigan City Area Schools

SOLAR POWER: SAVING $$$ UNDER THE SUN

T

his year, Michigan
City Area Schools
celebrated another
first: the completion of
a renewable energy
project that is the largest
for any Indiana school
district to date.
The $8.9 million
project includes solar
arrays and LED lighting
upgrades at seven buildings, and it is financed through energy savings, at
no cost to taxpayers. The solar arrays generate 2.83 megawatts of clean,
renewable energy that offsets approximately 52 percent of the combined
electricity usage at the seven locations. That translates to a net energy savings
of $23 million over 30 years — welcome news for MCAS, which has lost over $2
million annually for capital projects due to funding cuts and property tax caps.
The savings is possible thanks to Indiana net metering benefits for renewable
systems and a guaranteed energy savings partnership with Performance
Services, Inc. The net metering term will last 30 years, which is spelled out in
an interconnection agreement with
“We’re moving toward greener, NIPSCO, signed in December.
It’s hard to miss the groundmore efficient buildings, at no
mounted
arrays as you drive
cost to taxpayers.”
through Michigan City: You’ll find
them at Joy Elementary, Niemann Elementary, Pine Elementary, Barker Middle
School, Krueger Middle School, Michigan City High School, and the MCAS
Administration Building.
“Our high school’s colors may be blue and gray, but we are now also very
pleased to be green,” said MCAS School Board President Don Dulaney. “We’re
moving toward more efficient buildings, helping our environment, and saving the
school district money.”

MICHIGAN CITY NAMED
TO AP HONOR ROLL
Michigan City Area Schools is
among only 19 districts in Indiana
named by the College Board
to the 2017-18 AP Honor Roll.
Districts on the honor roll have
increased the number of students
participating in Advanced
Placement (AP) courses since
2015 while also increasing the
percentage of students earning
AP Exam scores of 3 or higher.
“We’re exposing more of our
high school students to rigorous
AP coursework, expanding
course offerings, and assisting
Continued on page 2
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A FOCUS ON SAFETY & SECURITY

I

n the wake of tragedies in Parkland, Florida and other schools across
the nation, MCAS has redoubled efforts to improve safety and security.
School and district crisis teams meet monthly with law enforcement and
emergency services. Radios have been upgraded, and MCAS was part of
a county-wide “tabletop” exercise on emergency responses this spring.
Staff training and drills involving students are also key. This year, this
included a mock accident staged for bus drivers and monitors by the
Michigan City Fire Department and County EMS (pictured at left), active
shooter training for teachers by the Michigan City Police, and more.
MCAS is currently conducting a comprehensive security audit of all
schools. Watch for results by fall.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

SOLAR

his has been another year of positives for
the Michigan City Area Schools! Our high
school received a “B” rating from the state
and achieved the highest graduation rate to date
(90.3%). Our Early College, STEM offerings, and
dual credit programs are models for other districts.
Our students are competing at the regional, state,
and even national levels in robotics, athletics, art,
music, JROTC, science, and more.
Improvement like this does not happen by accident. The tireless efforts of
administrators, teachers, support staff, students, and parents are bearing fruit.
And our community is stepping up to support us in
creative ways, asking not just, “What do we need
from our schools?” but “How do we partner with
them to get there?”
There are many examples of this.
This year, the Washington Park Zoo Society
celebrated its 90th birthday through a year-long
partnership with our high school art department
that culminated in an auction of student work. The
Michigan City Mainstreet Association invited our
students to engage First Friday shoppers in coding
and robotics. Sullair installed an air compressor
at Michigan City High School to prepare students
for high-demand jobs upon graduation.
And there’s more: The Exchange Club
partnered with Construction Technology students
to build a picnic shelter in Fedder’s Alley. The
Arconic Foundation and Urschel Laboratories
donated CNC machines to modernize our
manufacturing classroom at the A. K. Smith
Career Center. The Lubeznik Center brought visiting artists to our after-school
programs, and the Michigan City Municipal Band featured student performers in
their summer concert series.
Booster clubs, scholarships, murals,
internships, job shadowing. I could
give 100 more examples that show
how YOU are making us better.
So thank you — and congratulations!
Now, let’s do it again next school
year.
— Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins,
Superintendent
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T

AP HONOR ROLL

Continued from page 1

students in preparing for AP exams,”
says MCAS Superintendent Dr.
Barbara Eason-Watkins. “Our high
school staff and students are working
extremely hard in this area, and we’re
thrilled to receive this recognition.”
AP courses offer college-level
curricula; universities around the

world recognize AP Exam scores for
admission, credit, and placement.
This fall, 18 AP courses will be
offered at Michigan City High School,
including AP Calculus, Physics,
English Literature, Economics,
Geography, and more.
In November, MCHS hosted an AP
conference for students from eight
schools across northern Indiana. The
conference was one element of a fiveyear partnership with the University
of Notre Dame that also provides AP
teacher training and other supports.

As part of the initiative, a
solar curriculum developed by
the National Energy Education
Development (NEED) project
will be used in classrooms
across the district.
Krueger Middle School
science teacher Kate Triemstra
has been using NEED materials
in her classes for several years,
and has trained other teachers
to incorporate the arrays into
lessons. “Now we can teach
science, math, and engineering
concepts using real-time data
on how much each solar panel
is collecting,” she told guests
at a March ribbon-cutting event
celebrating the project. “This
is a real-life application that is
affecting students every day. It’s
an experience that is unmatched
in any other school district.”
To watch drone footage of the
MCAS solar arrays, visit http://
educateMC.net/solar.

Did you know?
The MCAS solar project
reduces greenhouse gas
emissions equivalent to the
electricity needed to power
292 homes for a year.

DON’T FORGET TO
REGISTER FOR SCHOOL!
Online registration for the 2018-19
school year (current students only)
will begin July 26 at
www.EducateMC.net.
New students, families with a
new address, or anyone needing
assistance can register in person
on Thursday, August 2 (12-6pm)
and Friday, August 3 (8am -1pm)
at all schools.
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
AUGUST 15, 2018

MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPOTLIGHT

BARKER MIDDLE SCHOOL - Leading the Way
in STEM: Barker Middle School received several honors
and established new partnerships this school year, all
centered on its STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math) focus.
In March, the school was named a Distinguished
School by Project Lead the Way (PLTW), a nonprofit
organization that offers hands-on curricula in computer
science, engineering, and biomedical science. Only

KRUEGER MIDDLE
SCHOOL - Taking it
Outside: Krueger also

received accolades this
year: Its “Green Team” was
selected as Indiana Junior
School of the Year and
National Junior Rookie
of the Year by NEED, the
National Energy Education
Development Project.
Green Team students, led
by teacher Kate Triemstra,
performed an energy audit
of the building, constructed
solar ovens, and held an Energy Fair for the community.
The school continued its ongoing outdoor environmental
science focus, as students led Field Days and Living
History tours for elementary children from across the
district. Tours are conducted each year on four trails located
on the Krueger campus, engaging children in hands-on
learning activities about birds, soil and water quality, trees,
and Indiana history.
“Kids love playing ‘bird bingo,’ the scavenger hunt, and
going through the obstacle course that shows dangers
birds face like windows, telephone poles, and shrinking

12 schools in
Indiana received
the recognition,
which is based
on student
engagement and
success in PLTW
coursework.
All Barker
students take
courses in PLTW’s
Gateway to
Technology track,
which includes
topics such
as Design and Modeling, Automation and Robotics, the
Science of Technology, Green Architecture, and Energy
and the Environment. Many students opt for additional
coursework in a Problem-based Technology elective class.
The Indiana Department of Education also honored
Barker for its community involvement and its 5-year
certification as a STEM school. Certified STEM schools
undergo a rigorous review involving site visits. They use
innovative approaches such as inquiry and project-based
learning, and integrate STEM into the humanities and arts.
Barker joins Lake Hills Elementary as one of two STEM
certified schools in MCAS, among only 32 in the state.
Finally, Barker joined Lake Hills as a partner school with
Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry this year.
Interdisciplinary teams from both schools examine their
STEM programming and infuse field trips to the museum
within units of study.
habitats,” says eighth grader Kodiak Clouse. “Anything that
gets kids moving helps them learn better.”
Krueger finished on a positive note: With just a month left
of school, students in teacher Daisy Lee’s science classes
began a new recycling and composting program to
reduce the amount of cafeteria waste headed to the landfill.
Plastic and paper is now recycled, leftover food is taken
to area shelters, and scraps are composted in back of the
school. (They also compost food from Quality Beet, a local
restaurant.)
“Before this program, the kids were producing twelve
bags of garbage each day during lunch,” says teacher
Daisy Lee. “Now, we’re down to two bags a day.”

ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL
ROUND-UP

A SNAPSHOT OF WHAT’S
HAPPENING IN OUR SCHOOLS!
SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY - Modeling
Career Readiness: Students from Springfield were

featured on the cover and throughout this year’s editions
of Learn More magazines, which are distributed annually
to all Indiana families with school-age children. The
publications are produced by the
Indiana Commission for Higher
Education in partnership with the
Indiana Departments of Education
and Workforce Development, and
they focus on college and career
preparation at each stage of a
child’s development.
Springfield was chosen
based on its career awareness
activities; the students profiled
discussed their plans to become
veterinarians, physicists,
engineers, and police officers.
Bonus: Because Springfield
was selected for the feature,
editors also visited Krueger
Middle School and Michigan
City High School to interview
and photograph students for
the series.
One City, One Pack!

COOLSPRING
ELEMENTARY Happy 80th! Parents,

staff, alumni and students
turned out in large
numbers to celebrate
Coolspring’s 80th
anniversary this spring.
Activities included rock
painting (rocks will be
placed in the school
courtyard), a scavenger
hunt based on school
history, and a display of historic documents and photos.
Alumni from as far back as the 1940s visited the school,
which was designed by John Lloyd Wright, son of Frank
Lloyd Wright and inventor of Lincoln Logs. To mark the
anniversary, Coolspring also refurbished a concession
stand on the property for use as an outdoor classroom.

KNAPP ELEMENTARY - Kindness Rules! Almost
100 Knapp students took the Great Kindness Challenge
this year. Students were encouraged to perform various
acts of kindness for their families, at school, and in the
community. Students completing the challenge received
certificates and their names on a “kindness wall.”
“At Knapp we have high expectations for both academics
and behavior,” says Principal Jennifer Neal. “It’s not enough
our students achieve academically. We want them to be
kind, productive people as well.”

EDGEWOOD ELEMENTARY - A VEX-ing
Situation! More than 150 elementary students and

mentors from across northwest Indiana traveled to
Edgewood in January to compete in a robotics tournament.
The action-packed contest featured 30 teams, all racing to
capture plastic rings using robots they designed, built, and
programmed with kits called VEX IQ.
“Watching students take a robot from simple design
renderings to the competition field is amazing,” said
Edgewood Principal Peggy Thomas. “Robotics is helping
them develop critical life skills, such as teamwork,
ingenuity, and project management.”
This is the first year for the after-school VEX IQ robotics
program at Edgewood, which now fields three teams.
Teacher advisors are Julie Pitman, Art Teacher, and Sarah
Gawel, Student Support Services Teacher. The teams
practice weekly, and demonstrated their robots as part of

the Week of Code celebration during First Friday.
In addition to the VEX teams, the Safe Harbor program
offers Lego robotics as part of its after-school program at
Edgewood and several other elementary buildings.

LAKE HILLS
ELEMENTARY - Fit
and Philanthropic:

Donors Choose... MARSH ELEMENTARY!

Teacher Susan Shell has a passion for grant writing. Over
the past few years, she and her Marsh colleagues have
received $87,378 worth of educational materials from the
crowd funding website DonorsChoose.org — including
classroom furniture, gym equipment, snacks, hygiene items
and more. Teachers also received mini grants administered
by the Unity Foundation of LaPorte County, including the
Michigan City Education Foundation, and the Barbara A.
Carmen teacher grant program.
Shell (pictured above with fellow kindergarten teacher
Erin Breen and students holding materials funded through
grants) is now an ambassador for DonorsChoose.org.
“Grants have made our classrooms warm and inviting
places, where children can learn in a hands-on way,”
says Shell. “I love helping other teachers create the same
environment for kids.”

iPads, Ozobots, Spheros,
3D printers… at Lake Hills
STEM Magnet School,
technology is everywhere.
This year, sixth graders
spearheaded a service
project reminding kids to put
down their “devices” and get
physical.
Of course, the project still
incorporated technology;
thanks to grants from UNICEF and the Michigan City
Education Foundation, sixth grade teachers Janis Mitchell,
Penny Will, and Deanna Munoz purchased 39 fitness
bands for a UNICEF’s “Kid Power” program. Steps
recorded using the bands translated into points, as did
watching videos about other cultures and taking part in
group workout sessions. The points unlocked funding from
corporate sponsors to provide lifesaving packets of food for
malnourished children around the world.
Jae’Caprio Aldridge, a member of Lake Hills’ after-school
Coding Club, coordinated technical aspects of the project,
which involved syncing the fitness bands to an Andriod
tablet. “The best part was that we were building our health
and benefiting other kids,” he said.

$$$$

Did you know? Studies show that teachers spend an
average of $480 a year from their own pockets on
educational supplies. How can you help?
Visit DonorsChoose.org to donate!

JOY ELEMENTARY Readers Everywhere:

What’s the key to student
success? “Reading, reading,
and more reading,” says Joy
Principal Lisa Suter. “Our goal
is for every student to read as
much as possible, as often as
possible.”
That’s why each November,
Joy invites adults (like Kevin
Beres of Horizon Bank, right)
to stop by during American
Education Week to read to — and with — students. Joy
also rewards students who meet reading goals over the
summer at a “Tailgate with the Teachers” event for families
each fall. The school year continues with a Family Literacy
Night, Read-a-Thons, Dr. Seuss’ birthday, and more.
By the way... have you read a good book lately?

PINE ELEMENTARY - Showing what Kids Know:

As an Arts magnet school, Pine infuses creativity into every
aspect of learning. Each month, a grade level gears up to
present on a theme, showcasing what they know through
dance, music, theater, artwork, and more.
The first step: Monthly “Fine Arts Fridays” when students
work on projects to demonstrate a concept or topic through
the arts. Among this year’s themes: light and sound,
literature, and even the American Revolution.
“A dance can imitate molecules moving at different
speeds, and an abstract painting can illustrate the states
of matter,” says Pine Principal Zach Huber. “Students
remember these concepts forever because they’ve
experienced them. They’re building confidence and poise.”
Learning culminates in an evening Showcase for family
and friends. Up to 200 guests typically attend, visiting
stations where students show what they’ve learned.

CITY PRIDE: GIVING HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS A
WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL HEROES

M

ichigan City High School’s Wolves Environmental Restoration
Team received the 2017 Governor’s Award for Environmental
Excellence, the highest honor of its kind in Indiana.
The team, comprised of 30 students in grades 9-12, was honored for
its partnership with the Michigan City Parks Department in the removal of
invasive plants and restoration of native species to city parks. Their main
area of focus has been Hansen Park, behind Blue Chip Casino, where
students removed Japanese knotweed, purple loosestrife, and other
invasives and planted trees and a pollinator garden. Plant roots now filter
stormwater runoff from the street, before it enters Trail Creek.
In addition to the restoration work, team members participated in
camping trips with Wilderness Inquiry and a canoe race on Trail Creek,
and have made presentations about their work to City Council and at a regional conference on the environment. Grants
from the NEA Foundation, Lake Michigan Coastal Program, Lowe’s, and NIPSCO fund the work.
MCHS Biology teacher Stephanie Dege, who coordinates the program, says students have benefited in many ways.
“It’s been a life-altering experience for some of our team members,” she says. “Students who had never been exposed to
anything like this are now pursuing environmental science in college and want to work in this field.”

A BANNER YEAR FOR ATHLETICS, SCHOOL SPIRIT
It was 5:00 a.m on a chilly September morning, still dark. But throngs of MCHS students showed up at Ames
Field to cheer on their team and their school, celebrating Homecoming in a big way.
Led by members of the Wolfpack Marching Band, cheerleaders, and JROTC, they stood in formation on the turf
while an ABC7 Chicago news chopper flew overhead to capture aerial footage. Students and staff were interviewed
on the ground for special segments during the morning’s “Friday
Flyover” broadcast.
“There are so many positives happening at our school,” said
Principal Candy Van Buskirk. “It was exciting to share some of that
on air. It’s great to see so much school spirit from our students, and
we appreciate that the community is behind us.”
City Football went on to win the homecoming game that evening
and the Sectional and Regional titles. The Wolves also won a
Sectional Championship this year in Volleyball and reached the
State Finals in Girls Bowling. Individual athletes advanced to State in
Swimming, Diving, Track and Field, Cross Country, Girls Wrestling,
and Golf. Four committed to play Division I sports in college.
It all adds up to a renewed sense of City Pride.
#One City, One Pack!

JROTC ADVANCES TO NATIONALS
This spring, the MCHS Marine Corps JROTC was selected to compete at
the National Marine drill team championships in Gray, Tennessee. City was
one of only 15 schools that qualified for the championship meet, out of 265
Marine schools nationally. And the students’ hard work paid off: The MCHS
Unarmed Basic Platoon earned first place at nationals! The winning unit
was commanded by Cadet Major James Steinhagen. This summer, JROTC
students will stay busy performing community service, marching in parades,
and attending camps centering on leadership, STEM, and cyber security.

EARLY COLLEGE
EARNS STATE
ENDORSEMENT
“It’s a family.”
“They push me to be
better and work harder.”
“It gave me confidence
that I could get into
college... and pay for it!”
In June, 51 members of
the Class of 2018 became the first to complete the Early College program
at MCHS. They will enter colleges and universities this fall with more than
650 AP and dual credits, saving thousands in tuition.
The program was endorsed this spring by the Center of Excellence in
Leadership of Learning at the University of Indianapolis. It is the first Early
College program in northwest Indiana to achieve the distinction.
“It’s a real success story for our high school,” says Rhonda LaMarr,
MCHS guidance counselor who works with students in the program. “These
students are very capable, but they need extra support. They are meeting
and exceeding our high expectations.”
Early College now serves approximately 100 students from each class,
providing added academic assistance and counseling. Students also take
field trips to colleges and universities across the region.

ROBOTICS TEAM
IS STATE CHAMPS
Safe Harbor’s Michigan
City FIRST Robotics team,
“Robo Blitz,” capped off its
2018 competition season
with a State Championship
win — and a trip to the
World Finals in Detroit!
The team, which
included eight seniors,
is now recruiting new
members. They welcome
students who enjoy
engineering, marketing, and FUN! (Call 219-873-2026 for information.) It’s
also never too early to start: The Robotics program begins in first grade,
with Junior First Lego League teams at Safe Harbor after-school sites.

TECH ZONE: AT YOUR SERVICE
Michigan City’s successful 1:1 program means 1,700
high school students are using Chromebooks in class
each day. But what if there’s a problem?
Never fear: The Student Tech Zone has it covered!
Students have been trained to provide tech support
and repair the devices. They’ll loan out a power
supply or Chromebook while they’re making a repair,
and they guarantee their workmanship.
“Students are gaining valuable experience, not just
on the technical side, but in invoicing and advertising
their services,” says teacher Michael McKinnon, who works with the
students. “Those skills transfer well, regardless of career choice.”
The 1:1 program will expand this year to include take-home devices for
middle school students. It’s all part of a $10 million technology initiative
funded in part by the Michigan City Redevelopment Commission and the
City of Michigan City.

L A P ORT E COUNT Y CAREER
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

&

A.K. SMITH CAREER CENTER

READY FOR JOBS
In the tradition of “signing days” for
college-bound athletes, this spring the
A. K. Smith Career Center spotlighted
seniors accepting apprenticeships and
job offers after graduation. New York
Blower, Golden
Living Centers,
and Integrative
Flavors, the
International
Brotherhood
of Electrical
Workers and
the Indiana/
Kentucky/
Ohio Regional
Council
of Carpenters were all on hand to
congratulate their future employees.
The Career Center also celebrated
the grand opening of a new studentrun restaurant, the “Career Café,” on
November 1. Culinary students plan
menus, cook, and serve lunch at the
café, which is located in the Elston
Building (317 Detroit Street) and is
open to the public during the school
year. Catering and meeting space is
also available.
The A.K. Smith Center offers 12
programs that provide certifications and
college credit: Automotive Technology,
Construction Technology, Cosmetology,
Criminal Justice, Culinary Arts,
Education Careers, Energy, Facility
Maintenance, Fire Science and EMT,
Health Careers, Modern Machine
Technology, and Welding. Juniors and
seniors from Michigan City and six
other county high schools can attend.

Michigan City Area Schools
408 S. Carroll Avenue
Michigan City, IN 46360
www.EducateMC.net
(219) 873-2000
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CLASS OF 2018: BY THE NUMBERS

90.3%

Academic & Technical Honors Diplomas:

Graduation Rate

(certified % for 2017...the Class
of 2018 will be higher!)

30

3,790 COLLEGE CREDITS EARNED
423 AP COURSES COMPLETED

10

number of graduates with

4.1 OR HIGHER GPA

104

number of graduates with

4.48 OR HIGHER GPA

(pictured above)

51

@EducateMC

3

10 Athletes Named

All-Duneland Conference
EARLY
COLLEGE

program graduates

#ONECITYONEPACK

Follow us on:

Division I Athletes:

Funding for the printing and mailing of this publication was made possible
by a grant from the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce
and through generous private donations.

$

$3 MILLION
scholarships accepted

(not including the Promise Scholarship)

