SUMMER 2022

A report to the community from Michigan City Area Schools
CITY PROUD: THE COLLEGE & CAREER ADVANTAGE

T

his spring, graduating seniors from
Michigan City High School returned
to their elementary buildings. Wearing
caps, gowns, and honors regalia, soon-tobe grads paraded through the halls to the
cheers and applause of children — and hugs
from their former teachers.
“Every year when they do this, I shed tears
of joy, hearing what my former students
have accomplished at City and where they
are headed,” says Marsh instructional
coach Moniqua Neal, who will serve as the
building’s principal next year. “From day one,
we expose children to career pathways and
stress the importance of working hard to
reach future goals. This brings it full circle.”
For MCAS, “College and Career Ready” is
a process that begins in kindergarten. And it means more than simply ensuring
students fulfill the minimum requirements. “We give our students an advantage,”
says Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins,
MCAS Superintendent. “When they
Many City grads enter college
enter college or the workforce, many
as sophomores, thanks to the
are far ahead of their peers in the
number of college credits they
number of college credits they have,
have earned in high school.
the certifications they have earned,
and the skills they possess.”
Advantage #1 for City students: The district’s Honors College and Early
College programs. Honors College serves high-ability students who will apply
to universities with high standards for admission. Early College provides extra
guidance for those with strong potential who will be the first in their families to
continued, page 7

PUTTING A STOP TO STOP ARM VIOLATIONS

I

n March, MCAS bus drivers teamed up
with the Michigan City Police Department
and La Porte County Sheriff’s Office to
begin using cameras installed on school
buses to identify drivers who disregard
extended stop arms.
Video footage from buses is provided
to law enforcement for follow up; drivers
passing a school bus that is stopped
to load or unload children are issued a
violation that can range from a fine of $167
to a 90-day license suspension.

A NEW HOME FOR EARLY
LEARNING, CAREER-TECH

T

he MCAS Board of Trustees
approved the purchase of the
former Brown Mackie facility on
Route 20 in Michigan City this
spring, to address two pressing
needs for our community:
affordable preschool, and
modernized labs for career and
technical education.
MCAS will renovate the facility
to house five early learning
(Pre-K) classrooms, along
with several of the Career and
Technical Education programs
now based at the A.K. Smith
Career Center, including Education
Professions, Automotive, Welding,
Manufacturing, and others.
The district plans to open the
first two early learning classrooms
no later than December 2022, with
the remaining classes open there
by the 2023-24 school year.
Financing for the $5.8 million
project will be completed with
tax neutrality — resulting in
no increase to taxpayers. (In
comparison, a renovation of the
existing A.K. Smith lab space
for these programs would have
required an estimated $20 million.)
More information on specific
plans and timelines will be shared
in the coming months.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

A

t last, our nation has begun to put the COVID-19 pandemic in the
rearview mirror. But now, MCAS students, like school-age children across
the country, need extra support to get back on track.
Consider this: Over the past two school years, our students missed 131
days of in-person instruction due to the pandemic. We logged 736 cases of
COVID among MCAS students and staff, each requiring a week or more of
home isolation. An additional 2,152
individuals missed in-person learning
because they were quarantined as
close contacts.
Thankfully, MCAS has been
alloted $33.4 million from the federal
government in COVID-relief aid. But
schools are limited in how they can use
these dollars. We must spend them for
needs directly related to the pandemic
and its impact on students.
MCAS is using a portion of its
relief funds for sanitation and PPE, upgrades to aging HVAC systems, internet
connectivity for students, and stipends for our staff, who have gone above and
beyond during this time. We are also using these funds to employ full-time
nurses and success coaches at every building, who are supporting students’
physical and social-emotional needs.
One of the ways we’re addressing the pandemic learning slide is through
“High Dosage Tutoring” in reading, language arts, and math. This researchbased type of tutoring allows us to pinpoint specific learning gaps and offer an
individualized catch-up plan.
Many have asked how they can help us get back on track. My answer:
Become a high-dosage tutor! Ideal candidates for high-dosage tutoring are
retired teachers, retired professionals, elementary education college students,
and community members like YOU! Paid tutors meet with groups of no more
than four students for an hour or so per day, two or three days per week, during
the school day. Training and curriculum are provided by MCAS. For more
information, visit http://educateMC.net/highdosage.
Thank you for your support!
– Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins, Superintendent

TECH UPDATE: CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

R

esearch shows that at any given time during the
school day, 50 to 60 percent of students cannot hear
instruction due to other ambient noises in and around
the classroom.
This fact led MCAS to install sound enhancement
systems in all classrooms districtwide. Teachers now
wear a microphone on a lanyard during instruction, and a
speaker bar in front of the room
amplifies the teacher’s voice.
“This makes a huge difference
for all students, especially for
those with special auditory
needs,” says Stacy Attar,
Director of Special Education.
Wireless connectivity was
another priority for MCAS this
year. In March, a 60-foot pole
and wireless equipment were
installed at Knapp Elementary,
providing free internet service to

NEW LOOK FOR THE DEN

T

hanks to tax-neutral bonds,
federal funds, and grants,
several buildings got a facelift
during the 2021-22 school year.
Joy Elementary received a new
roof, HVAC work was completed at
the Elston/A.K. Smith complex and
Knapp Elementary, and the back
parking lot at Michigan City High
School was resurfaced.
But some of the most exciting
work took place at the MCHS
Wolves Den gymnasium. New
bleachers were installed, replacing
seats that were more than 50 years
old. (The bleachers were original to
Rogers High School in 1971.)
The MCHS Athletic Department
also unveiled a refurbished Weight
Room/Fitness Center for students
and staff, funded by the Healthcare
Foundation of LaPorte. It features
six fitness-quality cardio machines,
12 weight stations, dumbbells and
racks, rubberized flooring, and
large monitors for training videos.

all MCAS-owned devices at 300 homes within a one-mile
radius. To access the service, families use a pre-configured
router that plugs into a standard electrical outlet.
Similar wireless hubs also exist at Elston and the
Administration Building. Ultimately, close to 1,500 students
will receive wireless service at no cost to their families
through the program.
“Reliable internet is a must for our students, for eLearning
days, to complete homework assignments, to apply for
college, and much more,” says Kevin McGuire, MCAS
Chief Financial Officer.
The project is funded by the Indiana Governor’s
Emergency Education Relief Fund.

Saturday, July 30
Elston Gill Field, 11am - 3pm
Food, School Supplies & COVID vaccines!

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
SPOTLIGHT
ONE CITY, ONE PACK!

T

he Wolves of Barker and Krueger Middle Schools had
a successful school year — filled with STEM, handson learning, and much more.
In March, a team from the company EL Education visited
both schools to observe classrooms piloting a new middlelevel curriculum for Crew. Crew, which is also in place
at all MCAS elementary schools, involves small-group
sessions held daily. These sessions give students a forum
to discuss their academic and emotional needs, and to
establish and cultivate habits of character such as empathy,
responsibility, perseverance, and respect. EL Education
filmed several of the Crew meetings (including teacher
Jocelyn McCray’s Crew at Barker, below) and will be using
them in training for educators across the nation.

Both middle schools also reached out to elementary
schools again this year, engaging children in STEM
activities and more.
After a two-year pause due to COVID, Krueger’s Field
Days and Living History Tours were back again this
spring. Krueger tour guides (above) led elementary-age
children in hands-on learning activities about birds, soil
and water quality, trees, and Indiana history. And at Barker,
the popular Community STEM Challenges were back —
engaging elementary students and community teams in
engineering feats such as protecting raw eggs dropped
from up to 100 feet, propelling marbles down paper ramps
and across a gym floor, and blasting water-powered bottle
rockets at Ames Field.
Other news from our middle schools:
• Five Barker students advanced to the finals of the
“Scholastic Hardest Math Problem” contest for
2022, and one (Alexis Gresham) advanced to the
MATHCOUNTS State Competition.
• Krueger has a new Journalism Club! Check out their
online publication at: http://truthfromtheyouth.com/
• Barker collected 3,417,084 containers (estimated by
weight) of recyclable material in the Pepsi Recycle
Rally challenge. (They’re on target to win a big prize!)
• All students at Krueger now take Computer Science:
Project Lead the Way courses include “App Creators”
and “Computer Science for Innovators and Makers.”

THE MOST POPULAR RESTAURANT IN TOWN!

During the 2021-22 school year, 58 MCAS Food Service professionals
provided close to a million meals! Student favorites include pizza (baked
in the high school’s own pizza oven), beef nachos, and freshly made deli
sandwiches and wraps. Meals are provided at no cost to students and meet
federal standards requiring age-appropriate calorie limits, healthy servings
of fruits and vegetables, fat-free or 1% milk, whole grains, and less sodium.
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549,176
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ENROLL & REGISTER ONLINE!

www.EducateMC.net.
Online enrollment (new students)
is now open for the 2022-23 school
year! Registration (for current
students) begins in
PowerSchool on July 1st.
Need help? Contact your child’s
school after July 18.

Breakfast

Lunch

After-School
Snack

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
AUGUST 10, 2022

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP
A SNAPSHOT OF
SCHOOL YEAR 2021-22
COOLSPRING ELEMENTARY - Trees, Trees,
and More Trees: The Coolspring Wildcats marked

Arbor Day 2022 by beautifying their campus. Each grade
level took a turn heading outside to plant a mature tree on
school grounds. And the
best part is the variety!
Each grade planted a
different tree: Swamp White
Oak (kindergarten); Hill’s
Oak (1st grade); Black Oak
(2nd grade); Bald Cypress
(3rd grade); Red Oak
and Beech (4th grade);
Yellowwood (5th grade);
and Linden/Basswood (6th
grade).
This event was made
possible by a donation from
NIPSCO and the Northern
Indiana Regional Planning Commission. It tied into
Coolspring’s annual Better World Day project, during which
students created bird houses, bird feeders, bat houses,
and more for existing trees at Coolspring. Some students
were even able to take home seedlings to plant, thanks to a
donation from Senator Rodney Pol’s office.

MARSH ELEMENTARY - Kindness Counts:

Educators at Marsh Elementary, like K-8 schools across
the district, have been using the Second Steps and Botvin
curricula in lessons on social-emotional learning, including
habits of character, kindness, and anti-bullying.
Thanks to funding from the Healthcare Foundation of
La Porte, teachers
and counselors use
these programs
to help build
foundational
learning skills and
create a more
positive school
environment.
Marsh also said
farewell to Principal
Marsha Tappan at
the end of the school year. She had served as principal of
Marsh (and previously, of Niemann) for the past 20 years,
leading the way to put the “I” in KIND!

PINE ELEMENTARY - Panther Pennies:

This year, Pine staff created a new currency — Panther
Pennies — as a motivator for good behavior.
“Students earn pennies for following classroom and
building procedures, and for meeting other expectations,
reinforcing positive behavior,” says Pine Principal Courtney
Barber. “But the incentives are really all about celebrating
our students.”
Pine pennies (which do not roll over to next year) can be
spent on treats and rewards such as movie time, dance
parties, and free gym hours — mostly, activities to keep
kids moving. While these rewards were great, the majority
of the school (about 264 students) saved up their pennies
for the most expensive prize of all: a trip to the park to
celebrate the end of the school year.
The Picnic in the Park (pictured above) was made
possible with help from the Town of Pines, the Pines Fire
Department, and the Indiana Dunes National Park.

SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY - Math Minded:

Math adds up at Springfied! This year, teacher Sheila
Sobecki’s 4th- through 6th-grade Springfield Math Club
won the area Math Bowl competition.
Sobecki is one of a
handful of MCAS educators
who piloted Illustrative
Mathematics, a new
math curriculum, during
the 2021-22 school year.
Among other features, this
program focuses heavily on
increased discussion within
student peer groups to help
them better understand the
reasoning behind solutions.
“I’m really looking forward
to fully implementing the
IM curriculum next year,”
Sobecki says. “It’s a more hands-on approach and the kids
really enjoy it.”
Her students also created math games and taught them
to fellow classmates this year, receiving feedback from their
peers to help improve the games. Way to go, Sharks!

KNAPP ELEMENTARY - Game On! It’s not

EDGEWOOD ELEMENTARY - Enchanted
Surprise: Nearly $50,000 in supplies were donated

to Edgewood in April through the Enchanted Backpack
program. This organization supports schools in Northern
Illinois, Florida, and Northwest Indiana. Items donated
included classroom supplies, more than 1,500 books, gym
shoes, clothing, hygiene products, winter coats, and more.
Students, teachers, and staff greeted the Enchanted
Backpack delivery with cheers, music, smiles, balloons,
and banners reading, “Thank you E.B.!”
Principal Kristin Smith was thrilled that her school was
selected for this donation. “Teachers often purchase these
items out of their own pocket, so this is a great way to
support our teachers, who support our students and ensure
their educational success.”

JOY ELEMENTARY - Community Helpers:

In May, K-8 students districtwide celebrated Better World
Day, joining schools across the country who apply lessons
learned in the classroom to real-life projects that make their
community a better place.
At Joy Elementary, students
partnered with volunteers to construct
two food pantry boxes. These boxes
are now located outside the Joy
building (on the south and west
sides). Students collected nonperishable food items and hygiene
products to fill these boxes and help
those in need.
They are available year-round for
local families to donate or receive
food or personal care items.

unusual to see Knapp students hanging around for more
learning once the school day is over. That’s because there
are many opportunities for them to remain engaged after
school hours! In addition to the “Future Wolves” elementary
sports and National Elementary Honor Society, students
have a wide range of clubs to join, including STEAM Club,
WNAP Radio Club, Drama Club, and more.
Around 100 K-6 students took part in Learning Club,
which provides support in reading and math. More than
50 took part in Drama Club, staging productions and
performing
a “reader’s
theater.” But
by far, the
most popular
club at Knapp
was the Board
Game Club.
Overseen
by 5th grade
teacher Chuck
Halberstadt,
this club
exposes
students to a
variety of games — new ones like “Vamp on the Batwalk,”
which is a fashion show board game, as well as classics
like Twister and Connect 4. “It helps kids understand the
concept of board games, and they play face-to-face instead
of being on a game system,” he says.

LAKE HILLS ELEMENTARY - This Lab is Fab:

At Lake Hills, an Indiana-certified STEM school, students
are often excited to use technology in the classroom. And
they are thrilled about their new STEM Fab Lab!
Inspired by a visit to the Museum of Science and
Industry, the school transformed an old computer lab
into a specialized classroom featuring 3-D printing, vinyl
cutting, robotics, origami, and more. Students are trained
on equipment by experts in the field; 4th- and 5th-graders
have been selected to serve as Fab Lab Crew, assisting
other grade levels in various parts of the lab.
The Lake Hills Fab Lab has been made possible through
donations from Unity Foundation funds including the
Tuholski and Oberlie Environment and Arts for Youth,
Connie McKeague, Cathleen Finely, and Graduates of
Isaac C. Elston High School Education funds.

ONE CITY, ONE PACK
IMAGES FROM THE YEAR AT
MICHIGAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL
Four MCHS Early College alumni
(attending Valparaiso University,
Indiana University, and Wabash
College) returned to their alma mater
in December to give current Early
College students tips on everything
from college scholarships to dorm life.
MCHS boasts the first endorsed Early
College High School program in the
region.

MCHS Marine Corps JROTC
cadets started summer with a week
of leadership camp in Wisconsin.
They were challenged with physical
and problem-solving tasks, including
rappelling, negotiating water
obstacles, using a compass, and
building a makeshift raft. Cadets
performed 1,039 hours of service to
school and community last year.
Over Spring Break, 30 MCHS
choral students traveled to Nashville.
They visited the Grand Ole Opry, the
Country Music Hall of Fame, and the
Nashville Symphony, and attended a
performance workshop. Both vocal
and instrumental musicians from
MCHS earned gold this school year,
with 14 reaching the state level in solo
and ensemble competitions.

The MCHS Mural Club, led by
teacher Sue Cleveland, painted this
whimsical cottage for the Children’s
Garden at Friendship Botanic Gardens
in Michigan City. The new club was
formed just for this project — but
Cleveland says the group plans to
work on other creations next fall.

A team from Michigan City High
School’s Safe Harbor Blitz Academy
participated in the EV Grand Prix
race at Purdue University on May 21.
The students, under the direction of
Engineering teacher Ralph Gee and
volunteer mentors, designed and
constructed an electric go-kart for this
challenge, which involved teams from
across Indiana and beyond.

WOLVES ATHLETICS RECAP: HONORING A LEGEND

M

ichigan City High School had a big
year in Athletics!
The Wolves started off last fall with
DAC MVP Taylor Skibinski advancing
to State in girls golf, then saw the
Wolves football team host the semistate game at home at Ames Field.
In the spring, two track stars headed
downstate: Jeremiah Clanton, who
clocked a personal best; and Zaria
Truvillion, who returned home a state
medalist, placing 8th.
MCHS also celebrated a hometown
hero by naming the Track & Field
complex after two-time Olympic Gold

Medalist Barbara Jones Slater, a
former MCAS teacher and founder
of the Rogers Raiderettes. Jones
Slater visited Michigan City during a
dedication ceremony in May, spending
time with the Wolves track teams, the
Wolvettes dance team, and the MCHS
TV news crew to share inspiring words
of wisdom and advice.
The new Track & Field record board
was funded by the Athletic Booster
Club, which also supported new
scoreboards for baseball and softball
this year. To become a booster, visit
http://MichiganCityAthletics.com.

HEADLINE

continued from page 1
attend college, or who need extra
support to stay on track.
Advantage #2: AP and Dual Credit.
Advanced Placement or “AP” classes
are highly regarded by colleges
and universities. Students take an
end-of-course exam to determine if
they are awarded AP credits, which
are accepted by public and private
universities across the nation. MCHS
offers 14 AP courses: Physics,
Calculus, Biology, and English
Composition, among others.
Students also earn a large number
of college credits through dual credit
classes. MCAS and higher-ed partners
such as Ivy Tech, Purdue Northwest,
and IUSB establish curricula, and
when students complete a course,
they earn college credits that transfer
to many institutions. Every discipline
at MCHS (and the A. K. Smith Career
Center) offers dual credit – Business,
World Languages, Engineering,
English, Social Studies, and Computer
Science, to name just a few.
“Many Michigan City graduates
enter college as sophomores,” says
Eason-Watkins. “This saves families
thousands of dollars because students
can graduate from college in three
years. Or, they can pick up a second
major, study abroad, or earn a
graduate credential in four years.”

Health Science students from the A. K. Smith Career Center pose for a photo
with Sarah Jones, Chief Nursing Officer, before beginning their clinical rotations.
Advantage #3: Certifications and
Workplace Connections. Through
the A. K. Smith Career Center and
MCHS programs such as Project
Lead the Way and the Compressed
Air Academy, students gain skills
valued by employers. They also
earn certifications required in fields
such as manufacturing, health care,
automotive, construction, welding,
culinary, fire science, EMT, criminal
justice, energy, education professions,
and cosmetology. Certification
often leads to apprenticeships and
scholarships.
Industry partnerships and handson experiences are also key. For

STUDENTS RESTORING “HOUSE OF TOMORROW”

C

onstruction Technology students
from the A. K. Smith Career
Center worked under the guidance
of restoration experts this spring to
refurbish kitchen cabinets from the
“House of Tomorrow.” The historic
structure in Beverly Shores was
a 1933 World’s Fair model home
that featured such innovations as a
dishwasher... and an airplane hangar.
After removing the yellow metal
cabinets, students brought them
to their classroom lab, where they
are restoring
them to their
original white
color, thanks to
a partnership
with the National
Trust for Historic
Preservation.

LA PORTE COUNTY CAREER
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

&

A.K. SMITH CAREER CENTER

In the fall, the Construction Tech
program was honored with a State
Earn and Learn certification. SEAL
programs incorporate work-based
learning with education and industry
partners — in this case, with Ivy Tech,
Tonn & Blank Construction, and the
Indiana/Kentucky/Ohio Regional
Council of Carpenters.

example, Franciscan Health now
partners with the A. K. Smith Career
Center to provide Health Careers
students with six-week clinical
rotations in Outpatient Surgery,
Radiology, Pharmacy, Cardiac Rehab,
Orthopedics, Pediatrics, Wound Care,
Physical Therapy, and Pulmonary
Care. Upon completion, students
may be considered for part-time
employment at Franciscan.
And a new program, “City Connect,”
targets seniors without firm postgraduation plans. “Employers are
eager to hire Michigan City students,“
says Angie Nelson Deuitch, President
of Diversity Squared, which consults
with MCAS on the program. “Students
may not realize these opportunities
are out there. It’s exciting to make
these connections.”
City Connect meets with students
in small groups and one-on-one to
discuss opportunities and programs
such as Next Level Jobs and Crossing
the Finish Line to help them prepare.
The group also works on soft skills
and resumes, and tours businesses
for a first-hand look. (Companies
interested in City Connect can contact
Diversity Squared at 219-321-0005 or
info@diversity-squared.com.)
Next up: MCHS will soon offer the
Indiana College Core — a sequence
of 30 hours of college credits that
transfers as a block to any college
or university in the state, public or
private.
It all adds up to a very bright future
for City students!

Michigan City Area Schools
408 S. Carroll Avenue
Michigan City, IN 46360
www.EducateMC.net
(219) 873-2000

CLASS OF 2022: BY THE NUMBERS

3,000+

Academic & Technical Honors Diplomas:

Hours of Community Service

51 Students Earning

Technical Certifications

31
number of graduates with

4.1 OR HIGHER GPA
Follow us on:

87

2,106 COLLEGE CREDITS EARNED
621 AP COURSES COMPLETED

10
number of graduates with

4.4 OR HIGHER GPA

56

All-DAC Athletes:

7

9 Athletes signed to
play on college teams

EARLY
COLLEGE

program graduates

#ONECITYONEPACK
Funding for the printing and mailing of this
publication was made possible by a grant from
the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce.

$

$5.6 MILLION

scholarships accepted

(not including the Promise Scholarship)

