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March 11, 2020 
Dear MCAS Parents/Guardians:  
 
I am writing to share with you some information about coronavirus (COVID-19) and steps MCAS is taking to 
limit its spread.  
 
It’s important to stress that we are NOT currently aware of a case of COVID-19 in Michigan City Area Schools. 
In the event of a confirmed case, the steps we take will be dictated by the State and County Health 
Departments and the Indiana Department of Education.  
 
The MCAS District Crisis Team, which includes representatives from local and county agencies, continues to 
monitor the coronavirus situation closely. We are also preparing for any unplanned interruptions to our 
normal operating procedures. We have created a web page to share information and resources, and we are 
updating it regularly:  http://educateMC.net/corona  
 
Our Sodexo custodial support staff are continuing active measures that we initiated during the normal “flu 
season.” This includes special attention to high-traffic areas and frequently-touched surfaces such as door 
handles, toilet flush handles, soap dispensers, light switches, water fountains, school bus seats, etc.  
 
In addition, beginning Monday, March 16 and through Spring Break, our district will be limiting field trips 
and non-essential travel for staff and students. This includes travel by athletic and extracurricular groups.  
 
We are encouraging good hygiene habits with students, and we hope you will also practice these at home:   

• Regularly washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, and/or using an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer. 

• Avoiding touching eyes, nose, and mouth. 
• Coughing/sneezing into a tissue, elbow, or sleeve and disposing of the tissue immediately. 

 
While we hope that it does not become necessary to close schools, please be advised that eLearning will 
likely be implemented in this situation. We ask that families prepare so that students can continue learning. 
Specifically, we ask that you: 

• Ensure that we have a working phone number and email address for you and that your child’s 
emergency contacts are up to date. (If you have changes, please enter them using the Parent Access 
system or call your child’s school.) 

• Have a plan for childcare in the event that schools would need to close for eLearning. 
• Ensure your child has access to the internet and a Chromebook or other computer. (K-2 families who 

do not have access to a device will receive additional information about this from their schools.)  
 
And one final important reminder: Please remember that students who are feeling ill should stay home. 
Symptoms such as fever or vomiting should be gone for 24 hours before students return to school.  
 
This is a rapidly evolving situation, and we will continue to take the recommended steps to keep our schools 
functioning as usual. We also will continue to communicate with you as we have updates.  The health and 
safety of our students is our top priority.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
Barbara Eason-Watkins Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 
 

http://educatemc.net/corona
https://parentaccess.mcas.k12.in.us/

