
ELEARNING TIPS AND TRICKS
BY: HANNAH PARKER

During this self isolation, many 
people may not exactly know how to 
do their work from home. It is really 
hard to try to do multiple full classes of 
work without taking a break. That is 
almost 1 full hour. Or you may have 
problems because you like to 
procrastinate for 4 full hours, and then 
you just say ‘I’ll do it tomorrow’. Or 
maybe you don’t have an issue with 
the work and you can get everything 
done quickly. Either way you always 
want to get your work done, so here 
are some helpful tips for E-learning. 
When you start the day, always do 
your normal routine and wear...

clothes that are comfy, more productive ut they 
won’t make you want to fall asleep again. This 
makes sure that you feel It is also very helpful to 
put your phone or other technology on airplane 
mode and put it somewhere else, so you can’t 
get tempted to go on social media or something 
else
Make sure to drink a glass of water as soon as 
you get up, so that you feel energized and 
ready for the day! 
About every 30 minutes you work, take a 5 
minute break so that you don’t get burned out 
and start to lose focus on your work.
Also, try to make some type of schedule that is 
the same as real school to keep your brain in 
control and ready for work.
So that you can’t procrastinate yourself by 
getting over and over, have a work space (even 
if it’s on your bed) with everything that you 
need.
You should also make a to-do list of everything 
that you want to get done, so you can be 
organized and know everything that you need 
to get done. A lot of times you can forget 
something that you have to get done, and then 
you get about 10 notifications from your 
teacher that say ‘Get your work done!’ 
There are many other tips that could be given, 
but the last tip is to get outside. It is very 
important to get some fresh air to also stay 
focused on your work.

CRUSADER CHRONICLES
MICHIGAN CITY BARKER’S NEWSPAPER CLUB II EDITION

LOCAL NEWS
BY: HAZEL MURPHY
The community in the Michigan City 
area has come together during this 
pandemic. Health officials are in 
desperate need of necessary 
supplies to work properly. To help 
provide the crucial protection workers 
need; people have been donating 
gloves or masks, along with making 
masks with supplies at home. 
Although these masks may not be as 
effective at shielding germs, they can 
prevent physicians from reusing 
disposable masks. Michigan City’s 
Robotics team is raising money to 
continue 3D printing face shields for 
LaPorte County hospitals. Michigan 
City schools have also been 
supplying food for families during this 
outbreak. 
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A local business, Reprographic Arts has 
introduced the phrase Michigan City Strong 
to encourage people to keep fighting. For 
seniors graduating this year, people have 
been making signs to show support. This 
reveals how the crisis has brought the 
public together through an event that will 
forever be remembered.
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CORONA “THE 
GREAT EQUALIZER
BY: BAILEY CHAVIS

MUSIC 
WE’RE 
LOVING
BY: Katelynn Lee 
Our staff pick for 
music this week is a 
classic ballad by the 
mega talented 
Donovan . Mellow 
Yellow is only one of 
his hits from the 
peak of his career. In 
the year 1968, 
Donovan released a 
album titled “The 
Hurdy Gurdy Man.” 
This album hit Top 
10 im the United 
States. He became a 
friend of pop 
musicians including 
Joan Baez, Brian 
Jones and the 
Beatles.

Donovan taught 
John Lennon a 
finger-picking guitar 
style in 1968 that 
Lennon employed in 
"Dear Prudence", 
"Julia", "Happiness 
Is a Warm Gun" and 
other songs. He 
developed an 
eclectic and 
distinctive style that 
blended folk, jazz, 
pop, psychedelia, 
and world music. 
And if you are ito 
psychedelic music, 
you have to check 
him out. You have a 
lot of his music to 
choose from too, he 
has  released more 
than 35 alums i his 
lifetime. 
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In a tweet Tuesday afternoon, New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo refers to COVID-19 
as “the great equalizer.” Soon after, the 
phrase appeared again, this time from a 
much different source. From a milky 
bath, Madonna declared to her fans that 
COVID - 19 is (again) "the great 
equalizer,” a nondiscriminating force 
having equal effect on everyone.  The 
broader point of the phrase, that no one 
is immune to coronavirus, is well 
intentioned. But the phrasing is 
misleading. Environmental, economic 
and historical factors have plagued 
people of color for generations. Putting 
them at a higher risk of chronic illnesses 
that leave lungs weak and immune 
systems vulnerable to conditions like 
asthma, heart disease, hypertension and 
diabetes. These vulnerabilities put 
people of color at an elevated risk of 
COVID-19. This is evident in COVID 
statistics recently released by the 
government, people of color are 
disproportionately being affected by 
COVID. In Michigan, where the state’s 
population is 14% black, African 
Americans make up 35% of cases and 
40% of deaths….

We see it again in Detroit, where a 
majority of residents are black, has 
emerged as a hotspot with a high death 
toll. Access to healthcare is also 
extremely discriminatory, fear and mistrust 
of health systems expressed by many in 
black, indigenous and racialized 
communities stem from historical eugenic 
practices of both governments and 
individual doctors.All of this being said, 
the sentiment of the statement is one of 
goodwill, we are all in this together.
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Environmental pollution has always been an 
issue but, due to the COVID-19 lockdown, 
things have slowed down a little all over the 
world, including one of the most deadly 
global crises Environmental Pollution. The 
main reason it has been an issue is because 
of the factories industries and etc, but 
because of the deadly virus outbreak they 
have been shut down, there even has been 
an observation of 60% less air pollution in 
one of the pollution top lists places like 
India's caption new delhi, 44% in Wuhan, 
China and 45% in South Korea’s capital, as 
well as another observation also states that 
cities like L.A, Wuhan and etc have shown 
great improvements in air qualities. Nasa 
also saw a 30% depletion in NO2 release 
over the northeast parts of the United States 
in March. According to (WHO) World health 
Organisation as an estimate that about 7 
million people die each year from ailment 
caused by air pollution, and that more than 
80% of people living in urban areas are 
exposed to air quality levels that exceed safe 
limits. The situation is worse in low-income 
countries, where 98% of cities fail to meet 
WHO air quality standards.  
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“Finn time to get off Fortnite!” my mom yells. 
I sighed and stomp up the basement steps. 
“You are obsessed.” she said, disappointed. I 
just sighed, sitting at the kitchen table as my 
mom set the plate in front of me. Later that 
night, I quietly tiptoed down the stairs, ready 
to play on my PS4. I opened the case, but 
the game wasn’t in there. I looked towards 
the PS4, but the console wasn’t there either. 
I looked around when I heard something 
creak down the  stairs. “Looking for 
something?” I looked towards my mom and 
she pointed up the stairs. “Go to up your 
room now!” I trudged up the stairs knowing 
what’s coming for me. I am for sure going to 
get a good beating. About an hour later, my 
mom came into my room and sat right next 
to me on the bed. II waited for her to start 
screaming at me, and I began to brace 
myself. “Finn, I’m not angry with you.” I 
looked at her in confusion wondering what’s 
going on. “I am really disappointed and 
upset. See, when you were younger you 
actually had an imagination and would play 
out for hours, but now you just mostly sit and 
play video games.  So do you understand 
why I am upset?” I nod and she gave me a 
small grin. “There is more to life than just 
video games, Finn. You have to understand 
that. Go outside, hang out with your friends, 
read a book, explore the world, because the 
world won’t be there forever. And I don’t want 
you to look back on your life and regret not 
exploring the world while you could.” I nod 
and take into account what she said.  “I 
understand mom, I’ll try to do other things 
than just play Fortnite. Does this mean I’m 
not grounded?” …. continued on page 4 

WORLD NEWS
BY: KHUSHI PATEL

SHORT STORY
BY: ELLA FREVER



BARKER NEWS

MESSAGES FROM 
YOUR TEACHERS:

Dear Students: I truly miss seeing all of 
your smiling faces.  You all, as well as the 
staff, made my first year at Barker 
absolutely amazing and I am sad our time 
together in class was cut short.  I hope you 
all stay safe and healthy.  Please make sure 
you stop by and say hi next year - I can't 
wait to see you again!  I wish you all the 
best of luck in your future endeavors!

- Ms McCray

SHORT STORY
BY ELLA FREVER 

(CONTINUED)

“Oh you’re still grounded.” I groan 
and she pulls me in for a hug. Later 
that day, as I ride my bike around the 
neighborhood with my friends by my 
side, I am grateful for my mom, 
because if she wouldn’t have taken 
away Fortnite, I wouldn’t be here 
having fun with my friends right now.
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I never thought that March 13th was 
going to be the last time we got to 
see you this school year. We never 
got to say goodbye and it's not fair. 
Here are the top things I already miss 
about the class of 2025 
1) I already miss you calling me Mrs. 
ParPar or asking "Hey Mrs. Parsons, 
how are you doing today?"
2) I already miss you making fun of 
my hand writing and singing.
3) I already miss you catching my 
mistakes and letting me know.
4) I already miss your "ah ha" 
moments and telling me you finally 
get it.
5) I already miss, when the timer 
goes off mid-lesson because 
someone set it during the last class.
6) I already miss students teaching 
the warm-ups (and of course when 
you hand out your own detentions).
7) I already miss handing out tickets 
and pulling tickets for rockin' students
8) I already miss the good days, and 
the bad days
9) I really miss the daily laugher and 
jokes
10) I really just miss you all. 
I am always here for you. Email me 
anytime, anyday. Have the greatest, 
the best, most awesome rest of the 
school year and summer.

- Mrs Parsons

“Sometimes you don't 
realize your own strength 
until you come face to 
face with your greatest 
weakness”

- Susan Gale   
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MESSAGES FROM YOUR TEACHERS

MESSAGE FROM 
STAFF
We at the Crusader Chronicles 
would like to thank all of our 
essential workers. We appreciate 
all that you are doing during these 
trying times. A special thanks to our 
teachers, who have been working 
hard to ensure our education here 
at Barker, and beyond. 
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“When I was in middle school I was very 
lucky to have a close group of friends that 
walked to and from school each day.  We 
looked out for one another like sisters. I am 
friends with many of them still to this day, and 
these friendships are a source of much 
happiness and support. I am really sorry that 
your 7th grade school year got cut short due 
to this pandemic.  When things get back to 
normal I hope that you are able to reconnect 
with your friends because those bonds are 
special and important.  I really hope that you 
are using this time to develop your interests 
and talents.  Whether that be in taking up a 
hobby or getting better at playing an 
instrument or researching news articles about 
a topic that you are interested in.  It would be 
a shame if during all of this time we didn't use 
this time to read and learn as much as we 
can.  I encourage you to use the Tumble 
Books app to get a hold of great books to 
read.  Your library card is your ticket to the 
world, when we are back together I hope that 
you can share the stories that you have read 
and the adventures that you have taken 
through reading!!  Please visit the virtual 
hikes through our National Parks:  link.  
Curiosity is the hunger of the human mind. – 
Rose Wilder Lane”

- Ms  Mecklenburg

“I am disappointed that we did not 
have the opportunity to finish the 
school year in person. To all my 
students, I really enjoyed having you 
all in class. Thank you for making my 
first year teaching very memorable. 
Enjoy your summer!” 

- Mr Eldridge

“I know our time together in the 
classroom got cut short this year, but I 
want to let you know how much I enjoyed 
all of you this year.  I have many great 
memories and you all made me enjoy 
coming to school everyday.  During this 
extended E-Learning, I have learned that 
nothing can replace being with my 
students everyday, engaging in authentic 
educational and social interactions, group 
projects, and back and forth discussions.  
I hope we have all realized how being in 
actual school is important to our learning, 
mental wellbeing, and friendships.  I wish 
all of you the best as 8th graders!  Have a 
fun and healthy summer!  Don't forget to 
put down your phone and pick up a book!  
Miss all of you!”

- Mrs Colvin

https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/take-virtual-visit-national-park?fbclid=IwAR1km3FRnoqrIxGa47x4OE6gx6dOuA5l4Y7OQjGMrknUT3QNeS1xiUU0Nvs

